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Reverend Brethren, 


HE N it pleas d his Majeſty to Tranſlate me 
to the See of LONDON, upon the death of 
a pious Predeceſſor now with God; I was 
very ſenſible of the great Weight and Difficul- 
ty of the Charge, as requiring almoſt perpe- 
tual Attendances of one kind or another, and entangl'd 
with a greater varicty of Emergencies, and more expos'd to 
the Obſervation and Cenſure of the World, than the Ad- 
miniſtration of any other Dioceſe. But as I was call'd to 
this Charge without any Application or Endeavour on my 
own Part, I conſider'd it as a Providential Appointment, and 
firmly truſted that the ſame God whoſe Providence had 
call'd me to it, would graciouſly direct and ſupport me i 
the Diſcharge of it, to his Glory, and the Good of his 
Church. 

And next to the divine Goodneſs, upon which I hum- 
bly rely for ſuch a Meaſure of Wiſdom and Underſtand- 
ing, and ſuch Strength of Body and Reſolution of Mind, 
as a Station of ſo much Labour and Difficulty requires ; 
I muſt depend upon the kind and unanimous Aſſiſtance of 
you, my Reverend Brethren; and I doubt not, but you 
A 2 will 
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will be ready on all Occaſions to join with me in preſery- 
ing and eſtabliſhing Order and Diſciplin within this Dio- 
ceſe; which, as it is adorn'd with the Capital City of the 
Kingdom, from whence, as from a Fountain, Good and 
Evil are deriv'd to all Parts of the Kingdom, and as it may 
well be preſum d to abound with Perſons of greater Learn- 
ing, Knowledge and Experience, than any other Dioceſe, 


_ ought upon both theſe Accounts to be a Pattern of Or- 


der and Diſciplin to the whole Nation. And more particu- 
larly ought it to be the Pattern of a regular Behaviour in 
the Clergy, and an exact Performance of the publick Of- 
fices of the Church; upon which two, it may moſt truly be 
ſaid, that national Piety and Religion do mainly depend; 
nothing being more clear in Experience, than that the Spirit 
of Piety and Religion decays or increaſes in particular 
Pariſhes, according as the Incumbent ſets a good or bad 
Example, and the publick Offices in the Church are re- 
vetently or negligently perform'd. 

For the promoting theſe good Ends, I chuſe, at my 
firſt coming to you, to put into your Hands ſome Rules 
and Obſervations, which more particularly relate to thoſe 
two important Points. For tho I doubt not, but as many 
of the Clergy of this Dioceſe as have been a long time In- 
cumbents in it, and have reap'd the full Advantage of 
Books and Converſation, which is its peculiar Bleſſing, arc 
abundantly inſtructed in the ſeveral Branches of the Paſtoral 
Office; yet it muſt be remember'd, that there are many o- 
thers, whoſe Age, Obſervation, and Experience are much 
leſs; and to Them therefore I would be underſtood, more 
eſpecially, to apply my ſelf, in ſuggeſting ſuch Rules, as 
are of moſt conſtant Uſe, and ſeem to me to be moſt need- 
ful, for diſcharging the Miniſterial Function, with Honour 
to the Church, and Edification to the People. Reſolving 
allo to put them into the Hands of thoſe who will have 


yet 


yet greater need of them, I mean, all ſuch as I ſhall 
hereafter appoint to Parochial Cures, whether by Inſtitution, 
or Licence. And if the Rules which I have laid down 
ſhall be thought plain and obvious, it is aſufficient An- 
ſwer, that they are Uſeful: ſince it may be truly ſaid of all 
Rules for the Conduct of human Life in any Branch what- 
ſoever, That the more plain the Rule is, the more Im- 
portant the Duty. | | 

And becauſe I ſhall begin with the decent and regular 
Performance of the publick Offices of the Church ; thar 
which I muſt mention in the firſt Place, as a general Pre- 
paration for the reſt, is, 


I. The Decency of the Place in which thoſe any of the 

Offices are to be perform'd, in point of Re- TY 

pairs, Cleanlineſs, and all Accommodations of Books, Veſ- 
ſels, Veſtments, and other things, which the Rubricks and 
Canons of the Church ſuppoſe and require. For nothing 
is more certain, than that the ſolemn Appearance of the 
Place, is the Means of begetting a Reverence in the Minds 
of the Perſons and a ſuitable Honour for the publick Wor- 
ſhip of God ; and, on the other hand, all mean and un- 
ſeemly Appearances in the Houſe of God, and all Neglects 
of the decent and neceſſary Preparations for his publick Wor- 
ſhip, beget an Indolence and Inactivity in the Minds of the 
Congregation, and a Contempt, or at leaſt a Diſregard, of 
the Worſhip itſelf. So that the Obſervation is ordinarily 
true, that the want of Decency and Cleanlineſs in the Houſe 
of God, is a Sign of the want of true Piety and Devotion 
in the Hearts. of the People. God be thank'd, there has 
of late Years been an unuſual Zeal in this Nation, for the 
repairing and beautifying Parochial Churches, and furniſh- 
ing them with all proper Accommodations for the decent 
and orderly Performance of diyine Seryice ; but where that 
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Spirit has not yet prevail'd, and the Churches appear to 
need it, I muſt beſeech you to do all that is in your Power 
to raiſe it among the People; and particularly, I muſt be- 
ſeech every Rector to ſet his Pariſhioners a good Example 
upon this Head as well as others, by keeping his Chancel in 
good Repair and in a decent Condition. 


The Decency and Solemnity of the Place being thus 
provided for; that which comes firſt under Conſideration 
among the Duties to be perform d in it, is, 


II. The READING of DIVINE SER. 

Reading Prayers VICE to the Congregation. An Office, that 
is uſually reckoned a matter of courſe, which 

all Clergymen are equally capable of performing, and which 
they can hardly perform amiſs; and yet it is moſt certain, 
that the Edification of the People, and the Honour of the 
Liturgy it ſelf, depend a great deal upon the Manner of 
performing it; that is, upon the Reading it audibly, diſtinct- 
ly, and ſolemnly. It is an Abſurdity, and an Iniquity, 
which we juſtly charge upon the Church of Rome, that her 
publick Service is in a Tongue unknown to the People; 
but though our Service is in a known Tongue, it muſt be 
owned, that as the Reading it without being heard, makes 
it to all Intents and Purpoſes an unknown Tongue, ſo con- 
fuſed and indiſtint Reading, with every Degree thereof, 
is a gradual Approach to it. The Diſſenters object againſt 
our pablick Liturgy, that it is cold, and lifeleſs, and unaf- 
fecting; but though the Objection has no Force in it ſelf 
(what they call cold and lifeleſs, being no more than grave 
and ſerious, as all publick Liturgics ought to be) yet we 
may give it very great Force, by running over the Service 
in a cold and unaffeting Manner. Our People themſelves. 
are too apt, in their own Minds, to vilify and depreciate 
I this 
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this part of our publick Service, as that which is ready com- 
poſed to the Miniſter's Hand, and requires no farther Talent 
than the bare Reading; but we find by Experience, to what 
degree this Objection vaniſhes, and how devoutly and re- 
verently the Service is attended to, where it has the juſt Ad- 
vantage of being read in a diſtinct, ſolemn, and affectionate 
manner. In a word, it is in vain to hope, that the People 
will be zealous, if they ſee the Miniſter indifferent, or that 
any Service will be duly attended to, which is not 
recommended to them as a matter of great Concern and 
Importance, by being performed in a ſerious and affecting 
way; and whenever we perform it careleſsly and precipi- 
tately, we mult forgive them if they believe that we ac- 
count it a Task and a Burthen to us, which we are willing 
to get rid of, with as little trouble, and in as ſhort a time, 
as we can. A Conſideration, that will oblige me to reſiſt, 
to the utmoſt of my Power, and where there is not the 
moſt evident Neceſlity, all Attempts in Miniſters to charge 
themſelves with the performing of divine Service on any 
Lord's Day more than twice; as it is a Practice, which for 
the moſt part muſt render the Service leſs Edifying to the 
People, and almoſt unavoidably draws theſe Reproaches 
upon the Liturgy and the Miniſters of our Church. 

I am aware, that the Duty which I am now preſling, is 
not equally in every one's Power; all Men having not an 
equal Strength and Felicity of Voice. And, conſidering 
how much depends upon theſe Qualifications, in order to- 
an uſeful and honourable Diſcharge of the Miniſterial Of- 
fice, it is much to be wiſh'd, that greater Regard were had 
to them, in making Choice of Perſons for the ſacred Func- 
tion; and particularly, that in the Education of thoſe' who 
are deſign'd for the Miniſtry, the right forming of the 
Voice were made one ſpecial Care from the very beginning, 
in our Schools, as well as Univerſities. A Care; which 
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howeyer omitted by others, it is to be hoped will not be 
forgotten by ſuch Clergymen who have Sons that are intend- 
ed for the Miniſtry ; becauſe they know by Experience, 
and. ſenſibly feel, the great Importance and Advantage of 
it. In the mean time, with regard to thoſe who are al- 
ready admitted to Holy Orders, I muſt beg leave to ob- 
ſerve, that as on one hand, there are few whoſe Perfetions 
and Abilities in this way ate ſo complete by Nature, as to 
ſuperſede all Endeavours after further Improvement ; ſo, on 
the other hand, there are not many, whoſe natural Talents 
arc ſo very defective aud unhappy, as to be uncapable of be- 
ing better d by Care and Obſervation, At leaſt, it is very 
certain, that none are ſo irregularly framed, as not to be 
capable of officiating in a devout and ſerious manner, ſuch 
as ſhall ſhew that the Perſon who officiates, is himſelf 
thoroughly affected; and this, where it appears, makes ſuch 
a ſtrong and conſtant Impreſſion on the Minds of the Con- 
gregation, as goes a great way to atone for other Failings 
which they ſee to be natural and unavoidable. But a ſu- 
pine, careleſs, and indevout way of performing Divine Ser- 
vice, is utterly inexcuſable both with God and Man. 

When Miniſters have given it the utmoſt Advantages they 
can, they will find it to be all little enough to keep up the 
Attention and Devotion of the People ; whoſe Minds are 
overwhelmed with worldly Cares, and little accuſtom'd 
to Spiritual Exerciſes of any kind. However, Miniſters 
who officiate in that devout and affectionate way, do a great 
deal towards the raiſing in them a Spirit of Devotion; 
and more they cannot do, unleſs the People will be per- 
ſuaded to the Practice of Family Devotion; which would 
hinder the Mind from being drown'd in worldly Thoughts, 
and habituate it to the moving and approaching towards 
Heaven; and which therefore I muſt entreat you to pro- 


mote in your ſeveral Pariſhes to the utmoſt of your Power, 
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with this View; among others, that greater Degrees of At: 


© tention and Devotion may be ſeen in our publick Aſſem- 
bplies. For the ſame End, I will take this Occaſion to men- 


tion one Thing more; and that is, the Practice of ſaying 
Grace before and after Meals; which, however ſmall it may 
ſeem, yet being a devout Acknowledgment of the Provi- 
dence of God over us, and of our Dependance upon him, 
would be another good means of keeping up a Spirit of Pie- 
ty and Devotion in Families, if it were brought into con- 

ſtant Practice. | 


III. Bes1Des that part in our publick Deyo- Palmody 
tions, which properly belongs to the Miniſter ; 
there is another, which, though it belongs to the whole 
Body of the Congregation, will hardly be performed in 
a decent and edifying way, without ſome previous Care 
and Aſſiſtance on his Part; I mean, the SINGING of 
PSALMS. This is a divine and heavenly Exerciſe, which 
the Scripture recommends to us as one ſpecial means of 
Edification ; and being then in its greateſt Perfection, when 
it is performed by Chriſtians in a joint Harmony of Heart 
and Voice, it has been ever accounted a ſtanding Part of 
publick Devotion, not only in the Jewiſh, but in the Chri- 
ſtian Church. And in the Church of England particu- 
larly, whoſe Sunday Service is made up of three Offices, 
which were originally diſtin, and in their Natures are 
ſo, there is the greater need of the Intervention of Pſalmo- 
dy, that the Tranſitions from one Service to another 
may not be too ſudden and abrupt. This Exerciſe there- 
fore, being a part of our publick Devotions, and very uſeful 
when it is duly and regularly performed, muſt not be 
forgotten, while we are conſidering of proper Rules for De- 
cency and Edification in the Church; eſpecially, ſince it is 
ſo plain in Experience, that where no Care is taken in this 
11 J B Matter, 
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Matter, the Performance will be very indecent, and indeed 
ſhocking, To prevent that, and to provide for due So- 
lemnity in this Part of our publick Service as well as the 
reſt, I have often wiſh'd that every Miniſter would take the 
trouble of ditecting the Choice of proper Pſalms ; or ra- 
ther, that they would once for all fix and cſtabtiſh a Courſe 
of Pſalms, to be given out and ſung in their order. By 
which means, the Congregation migho be furniſhed! with 
thoſe which are moſt proper, and alſo with a due Variety ;/ 
and, by degrees, the moſt uſeful Parts of the Book of Plalms 
would be implanted in the Minds of the People, and become 
familiar to them. With a View to thoſe good Ends, and 
by way of Aſſiſtance to the younger Clergy, I have ſub- 
join d to theſe DireQionsa Courſe of Singing. Pſalms, which 
may be gone through every ſix Months, and is ſo orderd 
as to conſiſt of a proper Mixture, 1. of Praiſes and Thankſ- 
givings, 2. of Prayer to God and Fruſt in him, and 3. of 
Precepts and Motives to a godly Life. But when I put this 
into your Hands, I would mat be underſtood to direct, but only 
to recommend the Wie of it; leaving you at full Liberty 
to chuſe any other Parts of the Book of Pſalms which 


you may judge proper, provided you leave not the Choice 


to the Pariſh, Clerk, which J earneſtly deſire you will not 
do. And to the End the Palms ſo choſen, may be ſung 
in a more decent Manner; it is furthet to be wiſhed, 
that the People of every Patiſn, and eſpecially the 
Youth, were trained up and accuſtomed to an orderly way 
of ſinging ſome of the Pſalm· Tunes, which are moſt plain 
and eaſy, and of moſt common Uſe; ſince that is the pro- 
per Scaſon of forming the Voice as well as the Mind, and 
the Regularity into which it is then caſt with great Eaſe, 
will remain with them during Life, and not only enable 
them to contribute their Part to the Decency of this Per- 
9% 5 ag even for the R of that Talent, will in- 
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Cline them to be conftant in attending the publick Service 
of the Church. 
Bot when I recommend the bringing your Peo- 
ple, whether old or young, to a decent and order- 
ly way of ſinging Pſalms, I do by no means recommend 
to you or them, the inviting ot encouraging thoſe idle In- 
ſtructors, who of late Yeats have gone about the ſeveral 
Countries to teach Tunes uncommon and out of the way 
(which very often are as ridiculous as they are new; and 
the Conſequence of which is, that the greateſt Parr of the 
_ Congregation being unaccuſtom'd to them, ate ſilenc d, 
and do not join in this Exerciſe at all; ) but my Mean- 
ing is, that you ſhould endeavour to bring your whole Con- 
gregation, Men and Women, Old and Young, or at leaſt 
as many as you can, to fing five or fix of the plaineſt and 
beſt known Tunes, in a decent, regular, and uniform Man- 
ner, ſo as to be able to bear their Part in them at the 
Publick Setvice of the Chutch. 
Which laſt Advantage of bringing the whole Congre- 
— gation to join in this Exerciſe, will be beſt obtain'd, eſpe- 
cially in Country Pariſhes, by ditecting the Clerk to read the 
Pſalm, Line by Line, as they go on; by which means, they 
who cannot read will yet be able to bear a Part in /mging ; 
and even they who can neither read nor ſing, will receive 
from the Matter of the Pſalm both Inſtruction in their Du- 
ty, and Improvement in their Devotion. 

Under this Head, I muſt take Notice of the Choice 
of Pariſh Clerks, who were antiently of the Clergy, as theit 
Name imports, and are ſtill in the Nomination of the Mi- 
niſter (by Canon in all Places, and by Cuſtom alſo in moſt,) 
as Perſons who are to bear a Part in Divine Service. And 
upon this Account, their Qualifications, of honeſt Conver- 
ſation, and Sufficiency for reading, writing, and ſinging, 
are ſpecially provided for in the xciſt Canon; which was 
2 | made 
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made on purpoſe to guard againſt the Indecencies that Pa- 
riſh-Clerks whoare notduly qualified, always bring into the 
publick Worſhip of the Church. In Conformity to which 
Canon, it is to be hop'd that Miniſters, as there ſhall be oc- 
caſion ( ſetting aſide all private Regards and Applications) 
will chuſe ſuch [Perſons to be their Clerks, as are known 
to be of ſober Converſation, and of Ability to perform the 
Part that belongs to them, decently and laudably. 

If what I have ſaid under this Head concerning Pſalmo- 
dy, and the Qualifications of Pariſh-Clerks, ſhall be thought 
Points too Little to be taken Notice of; let it be remem- 
ber'd, that nothing can be call'd Little, which conduces 
in any Degree to ſo great an End, as is the decent and or- 
derly Performance of the publick Worſhip of God. 

But to return to the Duties which belong to the Mini- 
niſter alone. ; 


IV. What has been ſaid under the ſecond 
Head, concerning the Advantages of Reading 
in a diſtin& and affectionate Manner, equally holds in the 
Duty of PREACHING; the Effects and Impreſſions where 
of, with the ſeveral Degrees of them, do not more depend 
upon any one thing, than the Manner of Delivering. When 
Demoſthenes was asked, What was the firſt Qualification of 
a good Orator? His anſwer was, Pronunciation; and be- 
ing further ask'd, What was the ſecond? And, after that, 
What was the third? He ſtill went on to anſwer. Pronun- 
ciation ; ut eam videri poſſet, non præcipuam, ſed ſolam, 


Preaching. 


Judicaſſe, as Quintilian adds, who relates the Paſſage. 


Thus it always has been, and always will be, in mixt and 
popular Aſſemblies; and the proper Inference from thence, 
is not, to fall into Complaints that empty Sounds ſhould 
in ſo many Inſtances obtain greater Praiſe and a more fa- 
vourable Acceptance, than good Senſe expreſsd in proper 

| | Language; 


1 an but let the Inference be, an endeavour to te- 
q — 26d Senſe by the Advantage of good Elocution. 
For it is in vain to contend againſt Experience; and in 
-Expericnce nothing is more plain and certain, than the great 
Importance of a diſtin and graceful Elocution, both to 
the Honour of the Preacher, and the Edification of the 
Hcarers; and therefore an Endeavour after it, is a Juſtice 
that is owing, as well to your own Compoſitions, as to 
the Souls which are committed to your Care, 

But altho', the Church having compos'd a publick Ser. 
vice to our Hands, all that is required on our Part, is the 
Reading it in a diſtin, ſerious, and affectionate Manner; 
yet the Work of Preaching, being now left by the Church 
entirely to Incumbents, requires an additional Care, as to 
Matter, Method, and other Circumſtances. In ſpeaking to 
which Heads, I would not have it underſtood, - as if my 
Deſign were to enter into the general Rules of Preaching : 
This has been often done already by much abler Hands; and 
my only Aim is, to give a Check to ſome particular Irre- 
gularitics in this Way, which young Men are apt to fall 
into, and which, in my Opinion, tend to defeat the main 
Ends of publick Preaching ; eſpecially, in mixt and popu- 
lar Congregations. , } 

To prevent this, it muſt be always remember'd in the 
firſt Place, that we are CHriſtian Preachers, and not barely 
Preachers of Morality. For tho'-it is true, that one end 
of Chriſt's coming, was to correct the falſe Gloſſes and In- 
terpretations of the Moral Law, and, in conſequence there- 
of, one end of his inſtituting a Miniſtry muſt be, to pre- 
vent the Return of thoſe Abuſes, by keeping up in the 
Minds of Men a true Notion of Natural: Religion; and a 
juſt Senſe of their Obligations to the Performance of moral 
Duties; yet it is alſo true, that the ain End of his Coming. 
was, to eſtabliſh a new Covenant with Mankind, founded 
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new Terms and new Promiſes; to ſhew us 2 new 
way of obtaining Forgiveneſs of Sins, and Reconciliation 
to God, and cternal Happineſs; and to preſcribe Rules of 
greater Purity and Holineſs, by way of Preparation for 
greater Degrees of Happineſs and Glory. Theſe (that is, 
the ſeveral Branches of what we may call the Mediatorial 
Scheme, with the ſeveral Duties annexed to and reſulting 
from cach Branch) are, without doubt, the main Ingre- 
dients of the Goſpel-State; thoſe, by which Chriſtianity 
ſtands diſtinguiſhed from all other Religions, and Chriſti- 
ans arc raiſed to far higher Hopes, and far greater Degrees 
of Purity and Perfection. In which Views, it would 
ſeem ſtrange, if a Chriſtian Preacher were to dwell only 
upon ſuch Duties as are common-to Jets, Heathens, and 
Chriſtians ; and were not more eſpecially. obliged to dwell- 
on and inculcate thoſe Principles and Doftrines, which are 
the diſtinguiſhing Excellencies of the Chriſtian Religion, 
and by the Knowledge and PraQtice of which more woe. 
cially, every Chriſtian is entitled to the manner and Pri- 
vileges of the Goſpel Covenant. 

But yet ſo it is, that theſe Subjects are deo mubh Corgot- 
ten among young Preachers; who being better acquainted 
with Morality, than Divinity, fall naturally into the Choice 
of Moral, rather than Divine Subjects, and will of courſe 
do ſo, till the two Subjects are equally conſider'd and un- 
derſtood. And this Partiality (if I may ſo call it) to one 
above the other, ſeems to have had its Riſe from the III 
Times, when, the Pulpits being much taken up with ſome 
ſelect Points of Divinity, Diſcourſes upon Moral Heads 
were leſs common; and after thoſe Times were over, their 
Succeſſors, upon the Reſtoration, deſirous to correct that 
Error, and to be upon the whole as little like their Pre- 
deceſſors as might be, ſeem to have fallen into the con- 
"oy Extreme; ſo that probably in many Places the Heads 
of 
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& Divinity began to be as rarely treated of, as the Heads 
of Morality had been before. 
Fe Thing therefore which I would recommend to young 
Preachers, is, to avoid both the Extremes, by ordering 
the Choice of their Subjects in ſuch a Manner, that each 
of thofe Heads may have its proper Share, and their Hear- 
ers be duly inſtructed upon both. Only, with theſe Cau- 
tions in relation to Moral Subjects, That, upon all ſuch 
Occaſions, Juſtice be done at the ſame time to Chriſtiani- 
ty, by taking ſpecial Notice of the Improvements which it 
has made in each Branch of the Moral Scheme, and warn- 
ing their Hearers not to reſt in the Righteouſneſs of a mo- 
ral Heathen, but to aſpire to Chriſtiana Perfection; and, in 
the next Place, That all Moral Diſcourſes be enriched by 
Examples and Illuſtrations from Scripture ; which, beſides 
its being more familiar to the People than any other Writ- 
ings, has in it ſuch a noble Plainneſs and Simplicity, as- 
fir ſurpaſſes all the Beauties and Elegancies that are ſo 
much admired in Heathen Authors, To which, give me 
leave to add a Third Obſervation, with regard to the Doc- 
trines and Duties peculiarly belonging to the Chriſtian 
Scheme or the New Covenant, That the true Way to. ſe- 
cure to theſe their proper, Share, is the ſetting apart ſome 
certain Seaſons of the Veat for Catechetical Diſcourſes, 
whether in the way of. Expounding, er Preaching ;. which 
being carry'd on regularly, though at different times, ac- 
cording to the 25 and Method 1 the Church-Catechiſm,. 
will lead the Miniſtet, as by .a Thread, to the great and 
fundamental Docttines of the Chriſtian Fa and not 
only to explain them to the People, but to lay out the: 
particular Duties which more immediately flow from each 
Head, together, with the Encouragements to. the, Perform. 
ance of them: That ſo, Principle and Practice may go 
Hand in Hand, as tlicy do throughout the whole Chriſtian 
Fr Scheme,, 
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Scheme, and as they certainly ought to do throughout the 
Preaching of every Chriſtian Miniſter. This was the Foun- 
dation of that ſtanding Rule among our Anceſtors, to pro- 
cred upon every Head, expreſily, by way of Doctrine and 
Uſe; and however the Terms may be diſcontinued, the 
Things never muſt, if we reſolve to preach to the true 
Edification of our Hearers. And, with the ſame View, 
it ſeems neceſſary to add one Rule more, which is, That 
in our Sermons the Doctrinal part be compriſed in as nar- 
row a Compals as the Nature of the Subject will fairly bear, 
that ſo ſufficient room may be left for a diſtin and par- 
ticular Enforcement of the practical Duties reſulting from 
it, and not barely for a brief and ſuperficial mention of 
them, which is too often the Caſe, and muſt unavoidably 
be ſo, where too large a Scope is given to the Doctrinal 
Part. | 

This is an Error, into which young Men are naturally 
led by the Practice in the Univerſities ; where Sermons 
being requir'd, rather as an Exerciſe of the Preacher, than 
for the Inſtruction and Edification of the Hearers, greater 
Allowances may be made for Theory and Speculation ; but 
this is a miſchievous Indulgence in other Congregations, 
over which Miniſters are profeſſedly appointed as publick 
Teachers, to inſtruf and edify their People, and not to 
make Proof of their own Abilities. 

The ſame is to be ſaid, of the Choice of uncommon Sub- 
zeas, and rhe treating of thoſe that are common, in an 
uncommon and refined way ; which gains great Applauſe 
in our Univerſities, as a Teſtimony of good Parts, or great 
Reading; but in popular Congregations it anſwers not any 
one of thoſe wiſe Ends, for which publick Preaching was 
inſtituted. | ES 

In like manner, cloſe Argument, and a long Chain of 
Reaſonipgs and Conſequences from the mere Nature of 


Things, 
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Things, are very uſcful and laudable, before a Learned 
* Audience, who have Capacities to comprehend and fol- 


low them; but in other Audiences, the Reaſonings may 
caſily be ſo cloſe, as to be unintelligible ; and therefore, 
in Condeſcenſion to meaner Underſtandings, they mult be 
looſened and diſintangled by proper Diviſions, and ren- 
der'd plain and obvious by ſuch Examples and Alluſions as 
are moſt familiar to the People. 1 

If the ſubmitting to theſe things ſhall be thought a Di- 
minution to Preachers who are capable of the more cloſe 
and refined way; it muſt be remember'd, That the being 
able to make things plain to the meaneſt Capacities, is no 
ordinary Talent; That in all Caſes, he muſt be allowed 
to ſpeak beſt, who ſpeaks things that ariſe moſt naturally 
from the Subject in hand; and, That particularly in the 
work of Preaching, the Faculty of diſcourſing pertinently 
upon all Subjects, in a diſtinſt Method and proper Lan- 
guage, with as cloſe Reaſoning as the Audience can bear, 
and no cloſer, is a very great Perfection, not to be at- 
tained, but by a clear Underſtanding, and a ſolid Judg- 
ment, improved by long Exerciſe, and an intimate Ac- 
quaintance with the beſt and moſt judicious Authors. 

Againſt theſe and all other Errors, into which young 
Preachers arc apt to fall, I know no better general Reme- 
dies than theſe two: The firſt, That when they have 
pitch'd upon their Subject, and conſider'd what the Heads 
are which it naturally ſuggeſts, they weigh each Head ſe- 
parately, and fill every one of them with Hints of proper 
Matter, before they begin to compoſe. . By this means, the 
Diſcourſe will be more ſolid, and the ſeveral Parts of it 
duly connected; and when they have before their Eyes, 
and in one View, all the Heads to be treated of, they will 
take care that the whole be uniform, and that no greater 
Shate be allowed to any one Head, than is conſiſtent with 


their 
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their doing Juſtice to the reſt : The ſecond is, That be: 
fore they go on to compole, they make References, under 
cach Head, to ſuch Proofs and Examples of Scripture, as 
tend to confirm or explain the ſeveral Dodtrines to be 
treated of; by which means, the Texts and Phraſes of 
Scripture ( the beſt Embelliſhments of all Religious Diſ- 
courſes ) will ſpread themſelves into every Branch, and be 
ſure to be taken in where the Application of them is moſt 
caſy and pertinent; as they will alſo ſuggeſt many proper 
and uſcful Thoughts, in the whole Courle of the Compo- 
ſition : there being no doubt, but the Spirit of God is 
beſt able to acquaint us with the Motives and Arguments 
which are moſt effectual for the Propagating Religion, and 
the Reforming of Mankind. 

The Holy Scriptures are our great Rule both of Faith 
and Practice; but the Precepts and Examples contained in 
them, are not ranged into one View under the ſeveral 
Heads of Duty, but are mix'd and diſpersd throughout 
the ſacred Books. And tho' thoſe Books are in the Hands 
of the People, and will not fail to give great Light and 
good Impreſſions, when they are ſeriouſly and frequently 
read by them; yet it muſt be owned, that the Weight and 
Conviction which they carry in them are much increas'd, 
when the ſeveral Places of the ſame Import and Tendency 
are laid together and compared, and are apply'd ro thg 
Mind in their united Strength. A Work, which cannot in 
reaſon be expected from the generality of the People, un- 
leſs they had more Leiſure, and greater Abilities; and a 
Work, therefore, that certainly belongs to the Miniſters of 
God's Word, who have both Leiſure, and Abilities ; and 
who cannot lay a better Foundation of found and uſeful 
Preaching, than in this way of digeſting the Precepts and 
Examples of Scripture, and making them mutual Explica- 
tions and Enforcements of one another, 
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Charge, out of the Holy Scriptures, and that he will be 
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Every Miniſter declares at the Time of his Ordination, that 
he is determin'd to inſtruct the People committed to his 


diligent in reading and ſtudying them. And, I am fully 
perſuaded, that this Method of comparing Scripture with 
Scripture, which is ſo very beneficial to the People in 
lain and practical Points, will alſo be found upon trial 
to be the beſt Method that a Miniſter can take, in order 
to form a juſt Notion of the Spirit of Religion in general, 
and of the Meaning of ſuch particular Paſlages, as are leſs 
plain, and need Explication. Whether the Difficulty ariſe 
from the Phraſe and Language of Scripture, or from ſome 
peculiar Offices and Uſages of thoſe ancient Times, or 
from any ſceming Incoherence in the Reaſoning and Ar- 
gument: In all theſe Caſes, and I will add, in all other 
Difficulties of what kind ſoever, the frequent reading of 
Holy Writ till the Stile and Spirit of it becomes familiar 
to us, and the comparing particular Paſſages with others 
of like Nature and Tendency, will appear to be our beſt 
Help and moſt ſure Guide. And whoever has Patience 
and Reſolution enough to proceed and perſevere in this 
Way, tho' he may go on ſlowly, will go on very ſurely, 
and find himſelf in the End a far greater Proficient, 
than thoſe, who, neglecting this Method, ſhall wholly be- 
take themſelves to Aſſiſtances of other kinds. Not that 
any Aſſiſtance is to be neglected, which may furniſh us 
with Knowledge of ſo high and valuable a Nature; but my 
Meaning is, that, in general, Scripture is the beſt Interpreter 
of Scripture, and that the Compariſon which I have menti- 
oned, is the ſureſt Way to the true Underſtanding of it; and 
therefore, that Recourſe ought not ordinarily to be had to 
the other Ways (however ſeemingly more ſhort and eaſy) 
till this has been fully try'd, and the Mind ſtill calls for 
further Light and Aſſiſtance. It was the ſaying of a great 
"G3 | Man 
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Man, That the Time which he thought he ſpent beſt, was, 
between his Bible and his Concordance ; and however Ex- 
poſitors may be uſeful, and even neceſſary, upon ſome par- 
ticular Points, yet it is very certain, that no Perſon who 
is poſſe ſs d of thoſe two, and has not at leaſt a competent 
Knowledge of the Holy Scriptures, can fairly charge his 
want of Knowledge upon the want of Books; on the con- 
trary, it can be a want of nothing, but Induſtry and Ap- 
plication in the Buſineſs of his Profeſſion. 

But whatſoever Means or Helps of other kinds we may 
have recourſe to for the right Underſtanding of the Holy 
Scriptures; there are two, which will be always neceſſary; 
and which are equally in every one's Power, vis. a ſincere 
Deſire to know the Will of God, in order to practiſe it 
when known; and carneſt Prayer to him for the Aſſiſtance 
of the Holy Spirit , in all our Enquiries concerning the 


'Revclations which he has made to Mankind, 


V. Bur notwithſtanding the greateſt Care 
and. moſt ſerious Endeavours in Miniſters, to 
render their Diſcourſes uſeful and edifying, we muſt not 
expect that Preaching will have its full Effect, unleſs there 
be ſome Preparation alſo on the Part of the Hearers. For 
as no Diſcourſes in any Art or Science can be tolerably 
underſtood, where the general Terms and Principles be- 
longing to them, are not learnt in the firſt Place; fo thoſe 
particularly of Religion, muſt in great meaſure be loſt, 
unleſs the People be prepared to receive and apprehend 
them, by a general Knowledge of the Language and Prin- 
ciples of Chriſtianity. This ſhews us the great Neceſlity 
there is, to be careful and diligent in the Work of CA- 
TECHISING, or inſtructing Youth in the general Princi- 
ples of Religion; becauſe upon that it mainly depends, 
whether our Preaching ſhall be ſucceſsful or not; in 
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ner Words, whether the People ſhall be capable or 
uncapable, during Life, to hear and read Religious Diſ- 
<ourſes, with Profit and Delight. And as none whois a 
faithful Labourer in God's Vineyard, can be indifferent, 
whether the Secd which he ſows ſhall grow up or die; 
ſo, in proportion to every one's Deſire to ſee that Seed 
grow up to Perfection, will his Care and Diligence be, 
to prepare the Soil for the kindly Reception of it. A 
Preparation, which muſt be begun in repeating the Ca- 
techiſm by heart; but, if it end there, will not avail much 
to the Purpoſe of profitable Hearing. And therefore it is 
of great Uſe, and indeed Neceſſity, that Children be like- 
wile obliged to commit to memory ſuch plain Texts of 
Holy Scripture, as confirm and illuſtrate the ſeveral Branches 
of the Church-Catechiſm, and that, as they grow up, they 
be cxhorted to peruſe and conſider ſome of. thoſe larger 
Catechiſms, which give a more particular Inſight into the 
Chriſtian Faith; and which therefore may properly be ſaid: 
to Finiſh the Preparation that we arc now ſpeaking of. 


VI. Tn Directions which I have been piu Amon 
hitherto offering, relate to the Performance «., 13/iting the Sick. 
of publick Duties and Offices in the Church; * Watts Peace. 
but you are not to reckon your Miniſterial Cares at an End, 
as ſoon as theſe are over; there being other paſtoral Du- 
tics of a. more private Nature, to which you are equally 
obliged, tho' not in Law, as Incumbents, yet in Conſcience, 
as the Miniſters of Chriſt. 

For Inſtance; Diſſuaſives from Vice in general, or even 
from this or that particular Vice, when deliverd from the 
Pulpit, may poſſibly not be heard by the Perſons. who are 
molt guilty ; or if they be heard, Men are apt to be par- 
tial to themſelves, and not to. reckon. that, What is deli- 
verd equally to all, concerns them more than their Neigh. 

boursz. 
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bours; or thoſe general Diſſuaſives may be capable of ad- 
ditional Strength from particular Circumſtances in the Con- 
dition of particular Perſons; the Mention of which in pub- 
lick, would be more apt to Harden than Reform. . In theſe 
and the like Caſes, Miniſters will oft-times ſee very great 
need of private Admonition and Reproof; and if thoſe 
prove ineffectual, there is one ſtep further, which they ei- 
ther ought to make themſelves, or procure to be made by 
the Officers of the Church, and that is, the Preſenting of 
obſtinate Offenders to the Spiritual Power, to bring them 
to publick Shame, and to deter others from falling into the 
like Practices; to deliver the Chriſtian Name from the 
Scandal of open and barefaced Wickedneſs, and our Church 
from the Reproach of ſuffering it to go on with Impunity 
and in Defiance of her Laws. Two Vices I will name in 
particular, which are more common, and more daring than 
the reſt, Drunkenneſs and Swearing ; but notwithſtanding 
they are ſo very common, and that the Canon concerning 
Preſentments makes expreſs mention of thoſe two by name, 
yet I believe they are ſeldom or never found among the 
Crimes preſented : For what reaſon I cannot conceive, unleſs 
it be, that the Laws of the State have appointed temporal 
Penalties for them. But as thoſe Laws have not ſuperſed- 
ed the Authority of the Church, ſo is there no cauſe why 
the Exerciſe of that Authority in theſe particulars ſhould 
be diſcontinued ; at leaſt, till we ſee the temporal Laws 
executed with greater Zeal and better Effect. 

In the next Place, there may be thoſe under your Care, 
who are troubled in Mind, or afflicted with Scruples ; and 
as Chriſt, in the Words of the Prophet, was ſent to bind 
up the broken-hearted, which our Saviour alſo has ſpecial- 
ly applied to himſelf; there can be no doubt, but you 
are obliged to attend the ſame Work, and to conſider your 
ſelyes, in this teſpect, among others, as his a upon 
I arth: 
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10 Earth: Endeavouting to diſcharge this Branch of your Of- 
ice wiſely and prudently, and to be able to reſolve all 


Doubts and Difficulties which ftlate to Conſcience, by a 


competent Knowledge in Caſuiſtical Divinity. 


This is oftentimes the Caſe of Sick Perſons; whom a 
Lowneſs of Spirits naturally ſubjects to Doubts and Diſtruſts, 
either wholly groundleſs, or far more dark and diſmal than 
they need be; and who in that Condition are great Objects 
of your Compaſſion. Or it may happen in other Inſtances, 


that the Fears are too well founded, upon the Senſe and 


Conſciouſneſs of a wicked Life; and in that Caſe they have 
ſtill the more Need of your Counſel and Afliſtance, to di- 
rect them in the great Affair of their Souls, and the moſt 
probable Methods which then remain of making their 


Peace with God. Or, tho' there be no Doubts or Fears of 


any ſort, yet the bare Weakneſs of Body and Mind calls. 


for your Aſſiſtance in Prayer to God; which, beſides the 
other Effects, is uſually a great Comfort and Refreſhment 
to them, Upon theſe Accounts, our Church has made it 
the expreſs Duty of every Miniſter, to VISIT THE SICK; 
and there remains yet one more Duty, in caſe of their 


| Recovery, namely, to be often preſſing them to a ſerious 


Reflection upon the Danger they have been in, and a Re- 
membrance of their ſolemn Vows and Promiſes while they 
had Death before their Eyes. 

And while I am mentioning the Paſtoral Duties of a 
more private Nature, I muſt not omit that of making Peace, 
and compoſing Differences among Neighbours; a Work, 
which certainly belongs to the Preachers of Peace and the 
Miniſters of the God of Peace, and for which they are gene- 
rally much better qualificd than other Men, by their cqual 
Influence over both Parties, and the equal Relation they bear 
to both. Accordingly, our Church, in her Ordination- Ser- 
vice, requires of eyery Perſon who is to be Ordaincd, a So- 

lemn 
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1lemn Declaration and Promiſe, That he will maintain and 
« ſet forwards, as much as lieth in him, Quietneſs, Peace, 
ce and Love among all Chriſtian People, and eſpecially a- 
% mong them that are or ſhall be committed to his 
« Charge.” 

Theſe and the like Dutics of a Paſtoral Kind (which I 
call Private, by way of Diſtinction from the publick Du- 
tics in the Church) do immediately reſult from the Nature 
of your Office and Miniſtry, but are not ſo ſtrictly bound 
upon you by the Laws of Church and State, as the pub. 
lick Duties are. A Circumſtance, which adds much to the 
Honour, as well as Merit of diſcharging them diligently ; 
ſince the more this appears to be the Effect of your own n 
Choice and Inclination, the more it endears you to the 
People, and is the ſtrongeſt Teſtimony both to them and 
your ſelves, that you are ated, in the whole Courſe of 
your Miniſtry, by a true Principle of Conſcience, and a 
tender Concern for the Souls of Men. 


VII. Bur beſides publick Inſtructions from 
the Pulpit, and Admonitions and Reproofs in 
a private Way; there is another fort of Teaching, which 
is no leſs effectual, and that is, by our LIVES. This is 
a daily and hourly Leſſon to the People; and that, with- 
out which all other Leſſons are fruitleſs and ineffectual. 
And for this Reaſon, even the Heathen Writers made it a 
neceſſary Qualification of a good Orator, that he ſhould 
be a good Man; one, whoſe Reputation for Probity and 
Sincerity might be a Pledge of his dealing honeſtly with 
them, and might, by conſequence, give every Perſuaſion 
and Argument its full Force, Much more is this a nc- 
ceſſary Qualification in a CHriſtian Orator ; the great De- 
ſign of whoſe Preaching is to perſuade Men to be good, 
upon the Conſiderations of Duty to God, and of futurc 
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Rewards and Puniſhments; and it would be an extfaor- 
dinary Demand on our Part, if we ſhould expect to be 
thought ſincere and in earneſt in perſuading others to be 


Good upon thoſe Motives, on any leſs Terms than the be- 
ing very good our ſelves: Not only in thoſe negative De- 
grecs which paſs in common account for Goodneſs (the not 
being Drunkards, nor Swcarers, nor Profane, nor Unclean, 
and the like,) but that Goodneſs, I mean, which conſiſts in 
a ſteady and uniform Exerciſe of the Graces and Virtues of 
the Chriſtian Life; that, which makes us fit to inſtru and 


' reprove, and to be Patterns and Examples to the Flock of 


Chriſt. | 

With thoſe Views of Inſtruction, Reproof, and Example, 
and the unblameable Character which - theſe Offices re- 
quire; every Clergyman ſolemnly promiſes at his Or- 
dination, © That he will be diligent to frame and faſhion, 
« not only his own life, but alſo the Lives of his Family, 


c according to the Doctrine of Chriſt, and make both 


cc himſelf and them, as much as in him lieth, wholſom 
Examples and Patterns to the Flock of Chriſt,” And 
the Rules of the Church have deſcended to the minuteſt 
Circumſtances in their outward Demeanor, and eycn Ap- 
pearance; to the end, every thing about them may be 
grave and ſerious, and remote from the Gaities of the 
World: more particularly, their Habit; which hath been 


- ever appointed, as a certain mark of Diſtinction from the 


Laity, not only in the Time of their officiating, but alſo 
in their Travels; and which, being ſuch as is ſuitable to 
their Office and Character, is juſtly accounted a token of 
inward Seriouſneſs and Compoſedneſs of Mind, and (as the 
Canon of our Church expreſſes it) is one good Means to 
gain them Honour and Eſtimation from the People. 

For the ſame Ends, the Laws of the Church in all Ages 


haye reſtrained Clergymen from many Freedoms and Di- 


verſions, 
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verſions which in others are accounted allowable and in: 
nocent : Being either ſuch Exerciſes as are too eager and 
violent, and therefore unagreeable to that Sedateneſs and 
Gravity which becomes our Function; or ſuch Games and 
Sports as commonly provoke to Oaths and Curſes, which 
we can neither decently hear, nor, at that time, ſeaſonably 
reprove ; Or ſuch Concourſes and Meetings, as are uſually 
accompanied with Jollity and Intemperance, with Folly 
and Levity, and a boundleſs Liberty of Diſcourſe ; which 
are very unfit for the Eyes and Ears of devout and ſerious 
Chriſtians, and among which Temptations it is by no 
Means proper to truſt ſo nice and tender a thing as the 
Reputation of a Clergyman. The Canons of our own and 
other Churches abound with Cautions and Prohibitions of 
this Nature: And the Wiſdom of them is fully juſtified in 
Experience; by which (if we will but make our own Ob- 
ſervations) it will be found very clear, that the different 
Degrees of Reſpect and Authority which Miniſters enjoy, 
depend upon no one thing ſo much, as their mixing or 
not mixing with the Laity, in thoſe Diverſions and Free- 
doms of Life. Tis true, the ſubmitting to ſuch Mixtures, 
may gain them the Reputation of good Nature; but that 
Reputation may be eaſily got and maintain'd without it, 
and is certainly bought too dear, at the Expence of thcir 
proper Character, as Miniſters of the Goſpel, Or, it may 
endear them to free and irregular Livers, who delight in 
nothing more, than to ſee Clergymen willing to become 
Sharers in their Irregularities; but whether that, in the 
End, proves the Foundation of inward Reſpect, or inward 


Contempt, is too plain to be made a Queſtion. 


VIII. Tris is a Snare, into which the younger 
Clergy are moſt apt to be drawn, and I know 
but one way that will effectually prevent their falling into 
it 3 
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it; which is, the entring into a Courſe of Studies ſuitable 
to their Profeſſion, particularly of the Holy Scriptures 
with a Reſolution to go through and finiſh that Courſe, in 
the beſt Manner that they are able, and their Circumſtan- 
ces will admit; out of a laudable Deſire, not only to be 
qualified in all Reſpects for the Diſcharge of their Duty, 
but alſo to improve and enrich their own Minds, and not 
to remain Strangers to any parts of Knowledge, which it 
is proper for Divines to be acquainted with. This will always 
ſecure to them an agreeable Entertainment at home; and 
whenever they deſire Diverſion abroad (which it is far 
from my Intention to diſcourage) it will incline them to 
ſeek it chiefly among their own Brethren, and among the 
moſt ſerious and knowing part of the Laity; and there, 
the Pleaſure will be doubled, by the mutual Improve- 
ment of one another; without danger of giving Scan- 
dal, and without Temptation to Itregularities of any 
kind. 

And there is the greater need, in our Days, to preſs upon 
the Clergy a diligent Application to the Studies of their 
Profeſſion; with regard, as well to the Diſſenters, whoſe 
Teachers generally ſpeaking are more learned. than in 
former Days; as to the Papiſts, who are as diligent 
as ever, in corrupting and ſeducing the Members of our 
Communion. Againſt the Aſſaults of both theſe, the Pa- 
rochial Clergy cannot furniſh. themſclyes with any better 
Armour, than thoſe excellent Treatiſes which were writ- 
ten by the London Divines, in the Reigns of King Charles 
and King James the Second. But beſides the Attacks 
from thoſe two Quarters, there is in our Days a further 
need of Study and Application in the Clergy, with regard 
to the younger Gentry ; too many of whom, out of a love 
of Novelty, and under pretence of thinking with Freedom, 
are become zealous Adyocates for ſuch Doctrines and Prin- 
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ciples, as ſubvert the Chriſtian Faith, and deſtroy the Di- 
vine Miſſion and Authority of a Chriſtian Miniſtry and a 
Chriſtian Church. The broaching of theſe Schemes carries 
in it a Shew of new Diſcoveries, and of a Penetration 
which difdains to go on in the common Road, and in 
both theſe Reſpects is calculated to feed the Vanity of 
young Men; who are therefore cager on all Occaſions to 
diſcover and maintain their Sentiments, and think it no 
fmall Matter of Triumph, when they meet with Clergy-men 
unacquainted with the Cauſe, and not able to manage the 
Diſpute againſt them. This is an open Attack upon our 
common Chriſtianity, which it is the more immediate Work 
of the Miniſters of the Goſpel to maintain; and as many 
as ſhall take Care to furniſh themſelyes with proper and 


ſufficient Armour for that End, and ſhall employ it zea- 


louſly, as they ſee Occaſion, againſt theſe Enemies of Reli- 
gion, will be accounted faithful Soldiers of Jeſus Chriſt. 
Eſpecially, if to their Study and Reaſoning, by which they 
are able to bear up againſt the Attacks of Free-thinkers, 
they add the powerful Argument of. an exemplary and tru- 
ly Paſtoral Life; which is a ſort of Argument that is caſi- 
ly underſtood by the People, and carries in it an irreſiſtĩ- 
ble Force. No Doubts will ever grow in the Minds of the 
People, whether that Paſtor is a Meſſenger and Ambaſſador 
of Chriſt, whom they ee diligent in informing them, both 


by Doctrine and Example, concerning the Will of Chriſt ; 


nor can they cver be perſuaded, that They are not his 
Shepherds and his Stewards, who watch over their Flocks 
with ſuch Care, as becomes thoſe. that be/zeve themſelves 
accountable to their Lord and Maſter. 

And that you may never be unmindful of the Relation 
which you bear to Chriſt, and of the Duties incumbent up- 
on you in Conſequence of that Relation, I muſt earneſtly 
recommend to you a frequent and ſerious Peruſal of the 
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Forms of Ordination, eſpecially that of Prieſts; where, 
together with that Relation, you will ſee the ſolemn En- 
gagements which you enter'd into at the time of your Ordi- 
nation, and find the chief Offices of the Miniſterial FunQion 
diſtinctly laid out; and all this, in ſuch an excellent and 
lively Manner, as cannot fail of making great Impreſſion 
upon a ſerious Mind. 

The two Qualifications laſt mentioned, namely a good 
Life, and a ſerious Application to the Study of divine 
Matters, are the principal Ingredients in the Character of 
a Clergyman ; thoſe, without which, he cannot only do 
no Service in the Church of Chriſt, but muſt bring Diſho- 
nour to his Profeſſion, and great Miſchief to the Souls of 
Men. On thoſe Accounts, it becomes the Duty of every 
Clergyman, not only to be poſſe(s'd of thoſe Qualifications 
himſelf; but alſo to uſe his utmoſt Endeayour, that none 
but ſuch as are poſleſs'd of them, be admitted to Holy 
Orders, or the Cure of Souls; and much more to take Care 
that he be not acceſſory to ſuch Admiſſions, by joining in 
undue Teſtimonials for thoſe Ends. It is a Duty which 
every Man owes to Truth, not to give his Teſtimony to 
Things, which he either knows to be falſe, or does not 
know to be true: It is a Duty which every Clergyman 
owes to his Biſhop, not to deceive and impoſe upon him: 
It is, further, a Duty which he owes to the Church where- 
of he is a Member, not to be the means of ſending into it 
ignorant and unworthy Miniſters: And, laſt of all, it is 
a Duty which ke owes to his own Soul, not to involve 
it in the Guilt of all that Miſchief which ſuch Miniſters 
do to the Souls of others, and of all that Scandal and Re- 
proach which they bring upon their Profeſſion and Or- 
der. By theſe and the like Conſiderations, every Clergy- 
man muſt arm himſelf againſt the Importunities which are 
uſual on ſuch Occaſions, and againſt all the Arguments of 
Compaſſion, 
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Compaſſion, and Friendſhip, and Neighbourhood. And 
whoever conſiders this Matter aright, will not only refuſe 
to join in undue Teſtimonials, but muſt think himſelf ob- 
liged, when he ſecs others joining in them, to convey be- 
fore-hand ſuch private Intimations, as may lead the Bi- 
ſhop to further Enquiries, and hinder him from proceeding, 
till he ſhall have given himſelf proper Satisfaction in ſome 
other way. | 


Aalen nd IX. FROM the Diſtinction mentioned un- 
Curus. der the ſixth Head, between publick Duties, 

to which Miniſters are ſtrictly obliged by the 
Laws of the Church, and Duties of a more private Nature, 
which, though not ſo ſtrictly bound upon them by the Laws, 
are very important Branches of the Miniſterial Office; from 
that Diſtinction, there ariſes another Duty, namely, RESI- 
DENCE; as this is neceſſary to the due Diſcharge of all thoſe 
Paſtoral Offices which are of a more private Nature. And I 
chuſe here to reſume that Diſtinction, as a proper Ground of 
the Duty of Reſidence ; becauſe it has been urged to me by 
ſome, as a ſufficient Reaſon why I might indulge Non- 
Reſidence, that they ſhould be near enough to perform the 
Duties of the Lord's Day in Perſon, and if any neceſſary 
Buſineſs ſhall fall out on the Week-Days, as Buryings, 
Chriſtnings, or the like, ſome neighbouring Clergyman would 
be ready to attend. A way of Reaſoning, which reſts up- 
on this Suppoſition, that there are no Miniſterial Duties, 
but ſuch as are made expreſsly neceſſary by the Laws : 
and it will appear to be very wrong Reaſoning, when it 
is conſidered, how many excellent Ends there are, which 


either cannot be attained at all, or at beſt in a very imper- 
fe& Manner, without perſonal Reſidence. Such are, a daily 
Overſight and Inſpection, and, by that means, a conſtant 
Check and Reſtraint upon evil PraQtices of all Kinds, and 
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upon the Growth of corrupt Cuſtoms and Habits among the 

People; guch are alſo, a more intimate Knowledge of their 
ſpiritual Eſtate, occaſional Exhortations and Reproofs, and, 
that which exhorts and reproves moſt effectually of all, 
the daily Sight and Influence of a good Example: To 
which we muſt add, The being always at hand, to obſerve 
and compoſe Differences, before they grow too ſtrong ; and 
to aſſiſt the Rich with Counſel, the Sick with Comfort, 
and (according to your Abilities) the Poor and Diſtreſs d 
with ſeaſonable Relief; and to perform among them all 
neighbourly and charitable Offices of the like Kinds, which 
are not only excellent in themſelyes, but are the means 
of endearing Miniſters to their People, and of opening a 
Paſſage into their Hearts for ſpiritual Inſtructions of all 
Sorts. 

I am aware, that there is one Caſe which makes con- 
ſtant Reſidence impracticable, and God knows it is a Caſe 
too common in moſt Dioceſes, namely, the Inſufficiency of 
a Maintenance ; which renders it neceſſary for the Biſhop 
to commit the Care of more than one Pariſh, to one and 
the ſame Hand: And, in ſuch Caſes, we can only exhort 
and intreat Miniſters, to have thoſe good Ends ſeriouſly 
in their Thoughts, and to endeayour after them as far as 
| ſuch unavoidable Abſence will permit. But the Caſes which 
I now mean, are thoſe of Convenience only, not of Neceſſi- 
ty; and my Deſire is, to obviate all Applications for In- 
dulgence on ſuch Occaſions, by convincing the Clergy, 
that perſonal Reſidence is of too great Importance in the 
| Miniſterial Office, to be ſacrificed to private Conve- 
NIence. 

I am alſo aware, that there are Caſes, in which the 
Laws of Church and State ſuppoſe and permit Miniſters to 
be abſent from their Cures ; particularly, the Caſe of Plu- 
ralities, and of Reſidence in Cathedral Churches: But, in 
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regard to theſe, it is my Duty to take Care, that ſuch Ab- 
ſences be not more long, and more frequent, than the 
Laws intend and direct. By the expreſs Tenor of the Diſ- 
penſation, every Pluraliſt is bound to preach thirteen Ser- 
mons every Year, at the Place where he docs not ordina- 
rily reſide, and to keep Hoſpitality there for two Months ; 
and by. the 44% Canon of our Church, every Biſhop is 
enjoin'd to take Care, that all ſuch Reſidentiaries of his 
Cathedral Church, as have alſo Parochial Cures, be obliged 
to return to them, as ſoon as ever their ſtatutable Reſi- 
dence is performed. Nor is it a ſufhcient Plea for the ha- 
bitual Abſence, either of Pluraliſts or Reſidentiary Canons, 
that they have Curates under them, of good Abilities and 
with ſufficient Salaries, who officiate in their Stead. For 
tho it is to be hop'd, on one hand, That all Curates will 
remember, that in the Eye of the Law and in the Sight of 
God they ſtand chargeable with the Cure of Souls; and, 
on the other hand, That all ſuch Incumbents who enjoy 
thoſe additional Advantages, will freely and of their own 
Accord allow ſuch Salaries as are ſufficient and reaſonable ; 
yer is there a great Difference, in the point of Ability to 
do good, between Incumbents and Curates. The Curates, 
ordinarily ſpeaking, muſt be ſuppoſed to haye leſs Know- 
ledge and leſs Experience in their Profeſſion, and not to 
have near ſo much Influence and Authority, as Incumbents 
perſonally reſiding: And, not to inſiſt upon the natural 
Relation there is between a Paſtor and his People, a Shep- 
herd and his Flock, which certainly ought to reſt upon 
the Mind of every Paſtor; it will be hard to perſuade the 
People, that the care of their Souls is the thing at his Heart, 
if they receive not a. reaſonable Share of Paſtoral Offices, 
by way of Return for the Revenues of the Church. 
From hence it appears, that where the Law indulges Non- 
reſidence, it does not intend a total Diſcharge from the 
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Cate which was originally committed to Incumbents, but on- 
ly a Diſcharge ſo far as neceſſarily follows from the Ground 
and Reaſon of ſach Indulgence ; and when that ceaſes, the 
Obligation to a perſonal Care and Attendance returns of 
Courſe, And even in the Times of, neceſſary Abſence, ma- 
ny Things may be done by an Incumbent, to ſhew that he is 
far from reckoning himſelf diſcharged from all manner of 
Carc: the Needy may be reliey'd, poor Children may be 
ſent to School, uſeful Books may be diſtributed, Enqui- 
ries may be made from time to time concerning the State of 
Perſons and Things, and proper Directions may be given tothe 
Curate for his Behaviour and Studies, that he may be trained 
up to be an uſeful Preacher and a prudent Paſtor, and tho- 
roughly qualified for a Parochial Cure of his own, when- 
ever it ſhall pleaſe Providence to call him to it. A Cir- 
cumſtance, which makes ſome Amends to the Church for 
the Miſchiefs of Non-reſidence, and has doubtleſs a good 
Effet, where learned and experienc'd Incumbents make it 
their Care, to direct young Perſons in the Study of Divi- 
nity, and to frame their Minds to a Paſtoral Life. 

But, with whatever Misfortunes, Miſchiefs, and Incon- 
veniences, Non-reſidence may be attended in it ſelf, and by 
unavoidable Neceſlity ; it is certain, that theſe ought not 
to be encreaſed, beyond what the Laws allow, and natural 
Neceſſity requires; but on the contrary to be made up and 
balanc'd by an exact Obſervance of the Rules which the 
Church has laid down for the Supply of the Cures. Every 
Incumbent has the Care of Souls committed to him by the 
Biſhop ; and he needs no other Commiſſion, while he con- 
tinues to attend that Cure in Perſon. But if either the Law 
diſcharge him from conſtant Reſidence, or the Biſhop dil. 
penſe with it, on account of Health, or for other reaſona- 
ble Cauſe; in thoſe Caſes, he has no Power, in virtue of 
his firſt Commiſſion, to transfer the Cure to what Hand he 
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pleaſes, but, upon ſuch Failure of Attendance, the Biſhop 
is the proper Judge of the Fitneſs of the Perſon who ſhall 
be appointed to the Cure. And if he were not the Judge, 
the Conſequence muſt be (what I have found by Experience, 
that Numbers of Cures will at all Times remain in the 
Hands of Perſons, concerning whoſe Abilities, Morals, 
Opinions, and even Orders, the Biſhop has not the leaſt 
Satisfaction. An Abule, ſo unwarrantable in it ſelf, and 
ſo pernicious in the Conſequences, that I ſhall think my ſelf 
much wanting to my Duty, if I do not put in Execution the 
Laws of the Church upon this Head ; eſpecially, ſince his 
Grace the Lord Archbiſhop of this Province, in his Di- 
rections to his Suffragan Biſhops, hath expreſsly cnjoinid, 
That we make diligent Enquiry concerning Curates in our 
ſeveral Dioceſes, and proceed to Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures a- 
gainſt thoſe, who ſhall preſume to ſerve Cures, without 
being firſt duly Licenſed thereunto ; as alſo againſt all ſuch 
Incumbents, who ſball receive and employ them, without 
firſt obtaining ſuch Licence. 

And when I am ſpeaking of Curates who enter upon 
Parochial Cures without the Licence of the Ordinary, I 
cannot omit to take Notice of the very miſchievous and ir- 
regular Practice of obtaining Titles to Cures, for the ſingle 
End of obtaining Holy Orders in Virtue of ſuch Titles, 
without any Intention to ſetve the Cures. This is a ſhame- 
ful Impoſition upon Biſhops, and defeats the wiſe End of the 
334 Canon of our Church, which was, to prevent the need- 
leſs multiplying of Clergymen, beyond what the preſent 
Occaſions of the Church require ; which, when ic happens, 
expoſes the Church to Contempt, and the Perſons to Re- 
proach, and lays them under 'Temptations to ſubmit to mean 
and ſometimes indirect Methods of Application for Prefec- 
ment, and gives great Advantage to mercenary Patrons. To 
prevent theſe Eyils as much as may be, I ſhall inſiſt upon a 
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ſolemn Declaration to be made by every Incumbent who 
gives a Title for Orders, That ſuch Title is true and real; 
according to a Form which I haye printed for that Purpoſe 
at the End of theſe Directions, and which I expect to be the 
ſtanding Form of all Titles that arc ſent ro mc. 


X. Hitherto, I have apply'd my ſelf to you, Favricks, ad 
as you ſtand entruſted by God and his Church, ee of 
with the Adminiſtration of Divine Offices, and 
the Care of Souls. I muſt now ſay ſomewhat concerning 
another kind of Truſt, which is not indeed ſo high and im- 
portant in its Nature, but yet is ſuch, as cannot with a good 
Conſcience be neglected, I mean, the Patrimony of the 
Church ; without which we could not, humanly ſpeaking, 
have eſtabliſh'd Cures, nor by Conſequence thoſe many Ad- 
vantages of conſtant perſonal Reſidence, which I have enu- 
merated under the laſt Head. Religion therefore is nearly 
concerned, that due Care be taken to preſerve and con- 
tinue Things, which are ſuch manifeſt Supports to it ; and 
I need not ſay on whom that Care reſts, ſince all our 
Laws conſider the Church as in a State of Minority and 
Pupilage, and every Incumbent as the Guardian for the 
time being, of the Rights of his own Church; who 
therefore ſtands obliged to tranſmit them entire to his 
Succeſlors, and is guilty of a Breach of Truſt, if through 
his Neglect, the Church ſhall ſuffer Loſs or Diminution 
in Profits or Conveniences of any kind; if the Houſes 
ſhall run to decay, or the Glebe be injur'd in Tillage, Fen- 
ces, or Trees; orthe Tythes be diminiſhed, by undue Com- 
poſitions, and by Cuſtoms and Modus's growing/and gaining 
Strength in his Time. | 

Where no Houſe is, the Law does not think it reaſona- 
ble to inflict the Penaltics of Non-refidence ; and there- 
fore it takes great Care, where Houſes are, to keep them 
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in due Repair; not only in a habitable, but as the Conſti- 
tution of our Church expreſſes it, in a decent State; ſuch 
as is ſuitable to the Character of a Clergyman and to the 
Condition of a Perſon who has had a liberal Education, 
and ſuch as may make perſonal Reſidence eaſy and de- 
lightful. This is what the Laws of the Church require 
of every Clergyman, under ſevere Penalties; but my pre- 
ſent Buſineſs is not, to explain the Obligation of Law, 
bur to enforce the Obligation of Conſcience; having far 
more Delight to ſee Juſtice done to the Church, freely, than 
by Conſtraint; and knowing, how much more agrecable it 
is to the ſacred Character and Function, to be led into what 
is Right by a Senſe of Duty and Conſcience, than to be 
driven into it by the Threatnings and Penalties of the 
Law. And a Matter of Conſcience this certainly is; not 
only in it ſelf, as it is the betraying a Truſt which the 
Church commits to Incumbents; but in the Conſequences 
alſo, as it brings great Charge and Difficulty upon the Suc- 
ceſſors, and, which is no ſmall Aggravation of the Injuſtice, 
a Charge that might have been prevented at very little Ex- 
pence, by an early Care in the Predeceſſor: The Failings in 
Fabricks being like thoſe in our Bodies, cured and amended 
at ſmall Expence, if taken in time; but by Delays be- 
coming very chargeable, and oft-times incurable. | 
The thing then to be guarded againſt in this Matter, is 
Delay; which muſt occaſion a heavy Burden ſomewhere : If 
upon the Incumbent himſelf, it is great Folly ; if upon his 
Succeſſor, it is great Injuſtice, Nor is it enough to ſatisfy the 
Conſcience under ſuch Delays, that their Executors will 
be accountable to the next Succeſlor ; ſince they know, that 
the utmoſt which the Law it ſelf allows in that Caſe, tho' 
generally much more than would have prevented the Mil- 
chief, bears no kind of Proportion to the real Damage 
which the Succeſſor ſuſtains by ſuch Delay. 
| : When 
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When 1 ſpake; under the laſt Head, of the many Miſ- 
chiefs of Non teſidence, I induſtriouſly reſerv'd one of them 
for this Place, vis. the Decay and Ruin of Parſonage- 
Houſes, It may be ſuppoſed, ordinarily ſpeaking, that Cler- 
gymen will provide for Decency in the Places where they 
dwell, not only from a Senſe of Duty to God and the 
Church, but for their own Convenience and Credit, and to 
ſecure themſelves from the Contempt of their Neighbours. 
But we ſec too little of this, where Incumbents do not per- 
ſonally reſide; the Houſes, in that Caſe, uſually falling 
into the Hands of Farmers, who are no further concern'd ei- 
ther in Conſcience or Credit, than to keep them in a mere | 
habitable Condition. And where Pluraliſts, who enjoy a 
double Portion, can preyail with themſelves to leave the ; 
Houſes of the Church to the Mercy of ſuch Inhabitants, 
they muſt have forgotten, not only the Obligations which | 
reſt upon them in common with other Incumbents, but alſo 
how unſeemly it appears in Them, to be leſs forward in do- 
ing right to the Church, the more ſhe enables them to do 
it; to be leſs kind to Her, the more Bountiful ſhe is to 
Them. . 15 
The Miſchief and Injuſtice which attend thoſe Neglects 
in the Repairing of Parſonage- Houſes, do equally attend the 
Neglect of Chancels, the Care whereof is aſſigned, by the 
Laws of the Church, to Rectors; who, by beſtowing up- 
on them a Decency ſuitable to that moſt ſacred Office of 
our Religion to which they are appropriated, do not 
only invite the Pariſhioners to preſerve the Church in a 
clean and decent State, but alſo leave the neighbouring Im- 
propriators without any colourable Excuſe, if they do not 
right to the Chancels under their Care; which undoubt- 
edly they will be leſs forward to do, as long as they can 
be kept in countenance by the Neglects of Spiritual Rec- 
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The like Reaſoning from the Obligation of Conſcience; 
will equally hold with regard to the Poſſe tons of the 
Church; both as they are a Truſt in the Hands of the preſent 
Incumbents, and as the Neglect or Abuſe of them is a great 
Damage and Injury to the Succeſſors. In the Caſe of tem- 
poral Poſſeſſions, if one is Tenant of an Eſtate for Life only, 
and deſtroys the Woods, or lets the Houſes and Fences run to 
ruin, or uſes the Grounds otherwiſe than in a fair and 
husbandlike Way, the Law accounts all this a plain Injuſtice 
to the next Heir, and accordingly, at his Motion, will give 
Satisfaction for the Damage done, and put a Stop to ſuch 
Abuſes for the Time to come. Inthe Caſe of Eccleſiaſtical. 
Poſſeſſions, the next Incumbent is not known, and Patrons 
oft-times live at a Diſtance, or may not think fit to give 
themſelves the Trouble of Interpoſing;; but inaſmuch as the 
being aFenurefor Life only is the Foundation of the Injuſtice, 
the Crime is the very ſame here, as in the Caſe of tempo- 
ral Poſſeſſions; and the leſs Hold the Law takes of it, the 
greater need there is to urge and enfotee the Obligations of 
Conſcience, and to beſeech Incumbents to have a watchful 
Eye over their Agents and Tenants, that the Glebes be not 
abuſed by them, either in theſe, or any other reſpects. 

In like Manner, and upon the ſame Obligations of Con- 
ſcience, great Care ought to be taken, im the ordering and 
management of Tythes; that no unreaſonable Compoſiti- 
ons be made, nor permitted at any hand to gtow into Mo- 
dus's, which have already ſwallowed up ſo large a Share of 
the Patrimony of the Church beyond the Poſſibility of a 
Retrieve, and which therefore ought to be immediately brok- 
en, where they are not yet arriv'd to a legal Eſtabliſhment, 
Nor muſt the Clergy, when there is need to call. in the 
Aſſiſtance of the * be diſcouraged by the Fear of being 
thought Litigious; ſince, beſides the ſpecial Obligations 
upon them not to ſee the Church injut d, they have 5 
tainly 


— 
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winly the ſame Privilege with othet Men, to maintain their 
own juſt Rights. So far are the Clergy from deſetving ſuch 
aCenſure, that it is to be fear'd they are rather more caly, 
than is fairly conſiſtent with their Duty to the Church; and 
if Enquiry were to be made into all the Suits that have 
becn commenced for Tythes, it would be found, that the 
Inftances in which they have miſcarried, bear no Kind of 
Proportion, in point of Number, to thoſe in which they have 
prevail'd. But if any Clergyman ſhall have enter'd unhap- 


pily into ſettled Engagements for his own Time, the Church 


may however expect this Juſtice from him, that he take 
care to inform his Succeſlors, eithet by an Entry in the Re- 
iſter · Book of the Pariſh, or by ſome other Method equally 
prope and ſure, that ſuch continuance of the ſelf ſame 
ay ments in a Succeſſion of Years, was owing; not to any 
tegal Compoſition or Modus, but to ſpecial Agreements 
between him and the Pariſhioners. | 
Il doubt not, but thoſe prejudicial Compoſitions, which are 
lid by degrees into ſettled Modus's, have been owing in ma- 
ny Inſtances to the ſupineneſs and negligence of Incumbents; 
bur I am alſo afraid, that in ſome Inſtances they may have 
been owing to a far wotſe Cauſe, and that is, Bonds of Re- 
nation, exacted by Patrons, and given unawares by Cler- 
gymen; which are not only inconſiſtent with the Oath 
againſt. Simoniacal Contracts, and contrary to the Laws of 
the Church in all Ages, and upon both theſe accounts an 
unhappy Entanglement to the Minds and Conſciences of 
Clergymen; but are alſo the Means of enſlaving them 
during Life to the Will and Pleaſure of Patrons, and par- 


ticularly of tempting them to ſubmit to all the moſt unrea-· 


ſonable Agreements and Compoſitions. for Tythes, which 
dan be propos'd. . 7 
Iheſe Things are but (mall; in compariſon of the Duties 
which. more immediately belong to the Paſtoral Office; 
| but 
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but the Miſchiefs occaſion'd by the Neglect of them, are 
not ſmall, nor ought any thing to be ſo accounted, which 
is a neceſſary Means to preſerve the Rights of the Church, 
and to enable the Parochial Clergy to go through their 
Paſtoral Labours with Comfort and Succeſs. In the pur- 
ſuit of which excellent Ends, you ſhalt always be ſure of 
the beſt A ſſiſtances that are in my Power; and you cannot 
fail of a ſpecial Bleſſing from Heaven upon your Under. 
takings, while you continue to expreſs your Zeal for the 


Honour of God and the Salvation of Souls, by a faith- 


ful and conſcientious Diſcharge of all the Parts of the Mi. 
niſterial Function. 


AND now, my Brethren, having laid before you what I 
thought proper concerning the publick Service of our Church, 
and the Proviſions for a publick Miniſtry to attend that 
Service, and having ſuggeſted ſuch Rules in relation to both, 
as ſeem to me to render them moſt effectual for the great 
Ends of Religion; I muſt beg leave to mention one thing 
more, and that is, the Obligation that lies upon us all, not 
only to make the due Adminiſtration of theſe, a Bleſling to 
our own Time, but alſo to do all that lies in our Power to 
enſure the Enjoyment of them to our lateſt Poſterity. In 
purſuance of this, I muſt intreat you to be very diligent in 
inculcating upon your People this moſt plain and impor- 
tant Truth, That there is no Means, under God, of con- 
tinuing theſe invaluable Bleſſings to Us or our Poſterity, 
but a zealous and reſolute Maintenance of the Succeſſion 


to the Crown in the Proteſtant Line; there being no Thought 


more viſionary, nor any Reaſoning more abſurd, than the 
ſuppoſing that a Proteſtant Service and a Proteſtant Mini- 
ſtry can proſper, or ſubſiſt, under a Popiſh Prince. Put 
them in mind (as many I mean, as did not ſee it, or ſeem 
to have forgot it,) that the Experiment has been already 8 
2-1 an 


and not ooly failed; but that the (wife Progreſs which was 
then made towards the Deſtruction of our Religious Rights, 
left the Nation à moſt convincing Proof of what they 
ate to expect from a Popiſſi Prince ; all Princes of that Re- 
ligion being equally bound in Conſcience to endeavour the 
f Extirpation of a Proteſtant Church. And let me further 
intreat you to urge upon particular Perſons, as you ſee Oc- 
cafion, the Regard they owe to their Religion and Coun- 
try, and alfo how abominable it muſt appear to all honeſt 
and ſober Minds, to find the general Tenor of their 
Actions and Diſcourſe, a direct Contradiction to their Oaths. 
Above all, let me beſeech you to make it your Care, that 
every thing in your Own Conduct and Converſation be ex- 
actly agreeable to the Oaths you have taken; and particu- 
| larly, fail not to let your Pariſhioners hear the King and 
the Royal Family conſtantly pray'd for before Sermon by 
Name; which I muſt peremptorily inſiſt upon, as well in 
Compliance with the Canon of our Church to that purpoſe, 
as to remove a Reproach which the Omiſſion of it will occa- 
ſion, as if ſuch Clergymen had not taken the Oaths ſincere- 
| ly, and therefore are willing to avoid as much as they can, 
all publick Notice of the King and the Royal Family, 
and all Expreſſions of Regard and Reſpect to them: 
An Opinion, which being join d to the Remembrance of 
their having taken the moſt ſtrict and ſolemn Oaths of 
Fidelity and Abjuration, would leſſen the Reverence of an 
Oath in the Minds of the People, and weaken the Credit 
and Authority of the Clergy, and be a great Hindrance to 
the Succeſs of their Miniſtry in general. 5 
Finally, I muſt intreat you to go one Step further in yo 
Expreſſions of Zeal for the King and the Proteſtant Suc- 
ceſſion; namely, to endeayour to remove out of the Minds 
of your People all thoſe unjuſt Jealouſies and Prejudices againſt 
his Majeſty and his at a which you ſee ſown a- 
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mong them by the profeſſed: Enemies of his Government, 
with a Deſign to overthrow it. And this I may and ought 
to preſs with the greater Freedom and Earneſtneſs, both be- 
cauſe the Diligence of the Enemy in ſowing Jealouſies and 
ſpreading Miſrepreſentations, is incredible, and alſo becauſe 
I can declare with the greateſt Sincerity, that I am firmly 
perſuaded that our good and gracious King has nothing 
more in his Deſire and Intention, than to preſerye the 
To as it ſtands eſtabliſh'd, both in Church and 
ate. ; | ' bet”; | 
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I. 


King GEORGE, DiieBiins to the Archbiſhops 


on Biſhops, for the preſerving of Unity in * 
Church, and the Purity of the Chriſtian Faith ; 


particularly 3 in the Herrn of the Holy TR I. 
M. 


GEORGE X. 


08 T Reverend, and Right Reverend, Fa- 
chers in God, We Greet you well. Whercas 
We have been given to underſtand, That di- 
vers impious Tenets and Doctrines have been of 
— late advanced and maintained with much Bold- 
neſs and Openneſs, contrary to the great and fundamental 
Truths of the Chriſtian Religion, and particularly to the 
Doctrine of the Holy and ever Bleſſed TRINITY); and 
that moreover divers Perſons, as well of the Clergy as 
Laity, have preſumed to propagate ſuch impious Doctrines, 
not only by publick Diſcourſe and Converſation, but alſo 


'F2 Writing 


„„ 
Writing and Publiſhing Books and Pamphilets in Oppoſtt ion 
to the ſaid Sacred Truth; to the great Diſhonour of Almighty 
God, the Diſturbance of the Peace and Quiet of this Our 
Church and Nation, and'the Offence of all Pious and So- 
ber-minded Chriſtians. 

We therefore, out of Our Princely Care and Zeal for pre- 
ſerving the Purity of the Chriſtian Faith, of which We are, 
under God, the Chief Defender, and alſo for preferving the 
Peace and Quiet of Church and State, Do ſtrictly Charge 
and Require you Our Arch-Biſhops and Biſhops, to whom, 
under Us, the Care of Religion more eſpecially belongs, 
That you do, without Delay, ſignify to the Clergy of your 
ſeveral Dioceſes this Our Royal Command, which We re- 

uire you to ſee duly publiſhed. and obſerved ; namely, 
That no Preacher whatſoever, in his Sermon, or Lecture, 
do preſume to deliver any other Doctrine, concerning the 
great and fundamental Truths A Our moſt Holy Religion, 
and particularly concerning the Bleſſed TRINITYT, than 
what are contained in the Holy Scriptures, and are agree- 
able to the Three Creeds, and the Thirty nine Articles of 
Religion. 

And whereas divers good Laws have been enacted for the 
reftraining the exorbitant Libertics aforeſaid, one particu- 
larly in the Thirteenth. Year of Queen ELLZABETH, 
ingituled, An Act for Mixiſters of the Churcht4 b ſound 
Religian; by which it is Provided, © That if any Perſon Ec- 
« cleſiaſtical, or which ſhall have Eccleſiaſtical Living, halt 
« adyiſcdly maintain, or affirm, any Doctrine direaly contra- 
« ry or repugnant tothe Thirty nine Articles, and being con- 
« yented before the;Biſhop of the, Dioceſs, ſhall perſiſtthere- 
« in, or not reyoke his Errot, or aſter ſuch Revocation cft- 
e ſoon affirm ſuch untrue Doctrine, ſuch maintaining, or af. 
* firming, and perſiſting, or ſuch eft ſoon affirming, ſhall be 
« juſt Cauſe to deprive we Perſon of his Eccleſiaſtical Pro- 
motion; 
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in the Ninth Year of King WILLIAM the Third, inti- 
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* ceſe, or the Ordinary, to deprive ſuch Perſon ſo perſiſting, 


or lawfully convicted of ſuch eftſoons affirming, and upon 
ſuch Sentence of Depriyation pronounced, he ſhall be in- 
deed deprived :” And one other Act of Parliament made 


tuled, An Act for the more effettual Suppreſſing of Blaſphemy 
and Profaneneſs ; by which it is provided, © That if any 
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Perſon ſhall, by Writing, Printing, Teaching, or adviſed 


Speaking, deny any one of the Petſons in the Holy TRI- 


NITY to be God; or ſhall aſſert and maintain there arc 
more Gods than one ; .or ſhall deny the Chriſtian Religion 
to be true; or the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New 
Teſtament to be of Divine Authority; and ſhall, upon In- 
dictment, or Information, in any of His Majeſty's Courts at 
Weſtminſter, or at the Aſſizes, be thereof lawfully convict- 
ed by the Oath of Two or more Credible Witneſſes; ſuch 
Perſon, for the Firſt Offence, ſhall be adjudged incapable 
and diſabled in Law to have or enjoy any Office or Employ- 
ment Eccleſiaſtical, Civil, or Military; and that if any 
Perſon ſo convicted, as aforeſaid, fhall, at the Time of his 


Conviction, enjoy or poſſeſs any Office, Place, or Employ- 


ment, ſuch Office, Place, or Employment fhall be void ; 
and if he offend and be convicted a Second time of any of 
the ſaid Crimes, he ſhall be diſabled to ſue, proſecute, plead, 
or uſe any Action or Information in any Court of Law or 
Equity, or to be Guardian of any Child, or Executor, or 
Adminiſtrator of any Perſon, or capable of any Legacy, 
or Deed of Gift, or to bear any Office, Civil or Military, 
or Benefice Eccleſiaſtical, for ever, within this Realm; 
and fhall alſo ſuffer Impriſonment for the ſpace of Three 
Years, without Bail or Mainprize, from the time of ſuch 
Conviction :” We therefore being deſirous to difcounte- 


nance and ſuppreſs all ſuch impious Attempts and Practices, 
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to the utmoſt of Our Power, Do ſtrictly Charge and Com: 
mand you to make uſe of your own Authotity for that end, 
according to the Tenor and Direction of the ſaid Act made 
in the Thirtcenth Year of Queen ELIZABETH; 
together with all other Means and Endeayours ſuitable to 


your Holy Profeſſion, for oppoſing and ſuppreſſing all ſuch 
Practices. And we, on our Part, will give ſtrict Charge 


to our Judges, and all other Civil Officers, to do their Du- 
ty in executing the ſaid Act made in the Ninth Year of 
King WILLIAM the Third, and all the other good 
and wholeſome Laws made for the Preſeryation of our 
Holy Religion, upon ſuch Perſons as ſhall offend againſt 
the ſame, and thereby give Occaſion of Scandal and Di- 
ſturbance in our Church and Kingdom. 


Given at Our Court at St. James the 
Seventh Day of May, 1721. inthe 
Seventh Tear of Our Reign. 


By His Majeſty's Command, 


Carteret. 


II. The 


. 
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The Archbiſhop of Canterbury's Di- 
* reflions to the Biſhops of bis Province, 
Ann. 1716. concerning ORDERS 
and CR ATE s. 


I. 1 H AT you require of every Perſon who deſires to 
Na 


1 be admitted to Holy Orders, that he ſignify to you 
his Name, and Place of Abode, and tranſmit to you his 
Teſtimonial, and a Certificate of his Age duly atteſted, 
with the Title upon which he is to be Ordained, at leaſt 
Twenty Days before the time of Ordination ; and that he 
appear on Medneſday, or at fartheſt on Thurſday in Ember- 

Week, in order to his Examination. 
II. That if you ſhall reje& any Perſon, who applies for 
Holy Orders, upon the account of Immorality proved a- 
gainſt him, you ſignify the Name of the Perſon ſo rejected, 
with the Reaſon of your rejecting him, to me, within one 
Month; that ſo I may acquaint the reſt of my Suffragans with 
the Caſe of ſuch rejected Perſon before the next Ordination. 
ITI. That you admit not any Perſon to Holy Orders, 
who having reſided any conſiderable time out of the Uni- 
verſity, does not ſend to you, with his Teſtimonial, a Cer- 
tificate ſigned by the Miniſter, and other credible Inhabi- 
tants of the Pariſh where he ſo reſided, expreſſing that 
Notice was given in the Church, in time of Divine Service, 
on ſome Sunday, at leaſt a Month before the Day of Ordi- 
nation, of his Intention to offer himſelf to be Ordained at 
ſuch a time; to the end that any Perſon, who knows any 
Impediment, or notable Crime, for the which he ought not 
to 
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to be Ordained, may have Opportunity to make his Ob: 
jections againſt him. | 


IV. That you admit no Letters Teſtimonial, on any 
Occaſion whatſoever, unleſs it. be therein expreſſed, for what 
particular End, and Deſign, ſuch Letters are granted ; nor 
unleſs it be declared by thoſe who ſhall ſign them, that 
they have perſonally known the Life and Behaviour of the 
Perſon for the time by them certified; and do believe in 
their Conſcience, that he is qualified for that Order, Office, 
or Employment, to which he deſires to be admitted. 

V. That in all Teſtimonials ſent from any College or 
Hall, in cither of the Univerſities, you expect that they be 
ſigned, as well as ſcaled; and that among the Perſons ſign- 
ing, the Governour of ſuch College, or Hall, or, in his 
Abſence, the next Perſon under ſuch Governour, - with the 
Dean, or Reader of Divinity, and the Tutor of the Perſon 
to whom the Teſtimonial is granted, (ſuch Tutor being in 
the College, and ſuch Perſon being under the Degree of 
Maſter of Arts,) do ſubſcribe their Names. 

VI. That you admit not any Perſon to Holy Orders upon 
Letters Dimiſſory, unleſs they are granted by the Biſhop him- 
ſelf, or Guardian of the Spiritualities Sede vacante, nor un- 
leſs it be expreſſed in ſuch Letters, that he who grants them, 
has fully ſatisfied himſelf of the Title and Converſation 
of the Perſon, to whom the Letter is granted, 

VII. That you make diligent Enquiry concerning CU. 
RATES in your Dioceſe, and proceed to Eccleſiaſtical Cen- 
ſures againſt thoſe, who ſhall preſume to ſerve Cures without 
being firſt duly Licenſed thereunto ; as alſo againſt all ſuch 
Incumbents who ſhall receive and employ them, without firſt 
obtaining ſuch Licence. | 

VIII. That you do not by any means admit of any Mi- 
niſter, who removes from another Dioceſe, to ſerve as 2 

$ Curatc 
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4 Curate in yours, without Teſtimony of the Biſhop of that 


Dioceſe, or Ordinary of the peculiar Juriſdittion, from 
whence he comes, in writing, of his Honeſty, Abt- 
lity, and Conformity to the Eccleſiaſtical Laws of the 
Church of England. 

IX. That you do not allow any Miniſter to ſerve more 
than one Church, or Chapel, in one Day, cxcept that Cha- 
pel be a Member of the Pariſh-Church, or united thereunto ; 
and unleſs the ſaid Church, or Chapel, where ſuch Mi- 
niſter ſhall ſerye in two Places, be not able in your Judg- 
ment to maintain a Curate. 

X. That in the Inſtrument of Licence granted to any 
Curate, you appoint him a ſufficient Salary according to the 
Power veſted in you by the Laws of the Church, and the 
particular Direction of a late Act of Parliament for the bet- 
ter Maintenance of Curates. 

XI. That in Licences to be granted to Perſons to ſerve 
any Cure, you cauſe to be inſerted, after the mention of 
the particular Cure provided for by ſuch Licence, a Clauſe 
to this Effect, or in any other Pariſh within the Dioceſe, 
to which ſuch Curate ſhall remove with the Conſent of the 
Ba, 

XII. That you take Care, as much as is poſſible, that 
whoſoever is admitted to ſerve any Cure, do reſide in the 
Pariſh where he is to ſerve ; eſpecially in Livings that are 
able to ſupport a Reſident Curate : And where that cannot 
be done, that they do at leaſt reſide ſo near to the Place, 
that they may conveniently perform all their Duties both 
in the Church and Pariſh. 


_: III. From 
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Form of a TIT LE for OR- 
DERS. 


To the right Reverend Father in God, 
EDMUND Lord Biſhop EF LON- 
DON. 


HESE are to Certify your Lordſhip that I, A. B. 
Rector [or Vicar] of in the County of 
and your Lordſhip's Dioceſe of LOND ON, 
do hereby nominate and appoint, C. D. to perform 
the Office of a Curate in my Church of afore- 
ſaid, and do promiſe to allow him the yearly Sum of 
| for his Maintenance in the ſame, and to con- 
tinue him to officiate in my ſaid Church until he 
ſhall be otherwiſe provided of ſome Eccleſiaſtical Prefer- 
ment, unleſs by any Fault by him committed he ſhall be 
lawfully removed from the ſame. And I hereby ſolemnly 
declare, that I do not fraudulently give this Certificate to 
entitle the ſaid C. D. to receive Holy Orders, but with 
a real Intention to employ him in my ſaid Church accord- 
ing to what is before expreſſed. Witneſs my Hand, this 
Day of in the Year of our Lord 


IV. An 


(3519 
IV. 
An Act for the better Maintenance 0 


CuRATEs, 12 Annæ, c. 12. 


HEREAS the Abſence of beneficed Miniſters 
ought to be ſupplied by Curates that are ſufficient and 


licenſed Preachers, and no Curates or Miniſters ought to 


ſerve in any Place without the Examination and Admiſſion 
of the Biſhop of the Dioceſe, or Ordinary of the Place, 
having Epiſcopal juriſdiction: But nevertheleſs, for want 
of ſufficient Maintenance and Encouragement for ſuch Cu- 
rates, the Cures within that Part of Great Britain called 
England, have been in ſeveral Places meanly ſupplied: For 
Remedy whereof, Be it enacted by the Queen's moſt excel- 
lent Majeſty, by and with the Advice and Conſent of the 
Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons in this pre- 
ſent Parliament aſſembled, and by the Authority of the 
ſame, That if any Rector or Vicar, having Cure of Souls, 
ſhall, from and after the Nine and Twentieth Day of Sep- 
tember, in the Vear of our Lord One thouſand ſeven hun- 
dred and fourteen, nominate and preſent any Curate to the 
Biſhop or Ordinary, to be licenſed, or admitted to ſerve 
the Cure of ſuch Rector or Vicar in his Abſence, the ſaid 
Biſhop or Ordinary, having Regard to the Greatneſs of the 
Cure, and the Value of the Eccleſiaſtical Benefices of ſuch 
Rector or Vicar, ſhall, on or before the granting ſuch Li- 
cence, appoint, by Writing under his Hand and Scal, a 
ſufficient certain Stipend or Allowance, not exceeding Fifty 
Pounds per Annum, nor leſs than Twenty Pounds per An- 
num, to be paid or anſwered, at ſuch times as he ſhall think 
fir, by ſuch Rector or 1 to ſuch Curate, for his Support 

2 and 


9 n Meere 


( 52) 


and Maintenance; And if it ſhall appear to the Biſhop or 
Ordinary, upon Complaint or otherwiſe, that any Curate 
of ſuch Rector or Vicar, licenſed or admitted before the 
ſaid Nine and twentieth Day of September, in the Year of 
our Lord, One thouſand ſeven hundred and fourteen, hath 
not a ſufficient Maintenance, It ſhall be lawful to and for the 
ſaid Biſhop or Ordinary to appoint him a certain Stipend or 
Allowance, in like manner as before-mentioned ; and in caſe 
any Difference ſhall ariſe between any Rector or Vicar, and 
his Curate, touching ſuch Stipend or Allowance, or the Pay- 
ment thereof, the Biſhop or Ordinary, on Complaint to him 
made, ſhall ſummarily hear and determine the ſame ; and 
in caſe of Neglect or Refuſal to pay ſuch Stipend or Al. 
lowance, may ſequeſter the Profits of ſuch Benefice, for or 
until Payment thereof. 
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DIRECTIONS 


Concerning the proper Inftruments to be 
* brought to the Biſhop, for obtaining 
Orders, Inftitutions, and Licences; and 

© alſo concerning the Things to be done 

after Inſtitution or Licence obtain'd. 


For ORDERS. 


AF Signification of his Name, and Place of Abode; 
SBP according to thefirſt Article of the Archbiſhop's 
Directions. | 
Certificate of having made Publication in 
the Church, of his Deſign to enter into Holy 


Orders; according to the third Article of the Archbiſhop's 
Directions. 


Letters 
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Letters Teſtimonial of his good Life and Behaviour; ac. 
cording to the Tenor of the. 34 Canon, and the fourth 


and fifth Articles of the Archbiſhop's Directions. 
Certificate of his Age from the Regiſter-book, under 
the Hands of the Miniſters and Church-wardens of th: 
Pariſh where he was born. 

Title upon which he is to be Ordain'd ; according to 
the Tenor of the 334 Canon, and in the Form directed in 
this Appendix, Ne III. 

Note, That by the firſt and ſecond Articles of th: 
Archbiſhop's Directions, all the forementioned In. 
 ſtruments are to be tranſmitted to the Biſhop at 
leaſt twenty Days before the Time of Ordination, 


In caſe he come for Prie/?'s Orders, he is to exhibit to 
the Biſhop his Letters of Orders for Deacon. 


For INSTITUTION. 
Before it. 


H E Preſentation to be tender'd to the Biſhop, and 
left with Him to be conſider'd. 

The Orders of Deacon and Pricſt to be exhibited to 
the Biſhop; according to the 39% Canon. 

| Teſtimonials of his former good Life and Behaviour, ac- 
cording to the 39% Canon; and if he come out of another 
Dioceſe, then a Teſtimonial from the Biſhop or Ordinary 
of the Dioceſe or Place from whence he comes. 


After Iuſtitution. 


O compound for his Firſt Fruits, at the Office of 
Firſt Fruits, according to Hat. 26. H. VIII. 
C. 3. F. 2. unleſs it be a Living that is diſcharg'd, either 
as being a Vicarage not exceeding 10 J. a Year, or a Par 
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Wige not exceeding ten Marks, in the King's Books, 
do diſcharg'd by Stat. 1 Eliz. C. 4. S. 29. Or elle, 
as not exceeding 50 /. per Annum clear Value, and ſo diſ- 
charg'd by Star. 5 Ann. C. 24. 3 
I0o carry the Mandate of Induction to the proper Of— 
Fee of the Perſon to whom it is directed; and after Induc- 
tion to reccive a Certificate thereof from the Perſon who 
indus. | 
To read the Common Prayer, and declare Aſſent and 
Conſcnt, within two Months next after actual Poſſeſſion, 
according to Hat. 13, 14, Car. II. C. 4. F. 6. unleſs 
diſpcns'd with by the Ordinary upon ſome lawful Impedi- 
ment. | 
To make the Declaration in the Church, That he will 
conform to the Liturgy of the Church of England, as it 
is now by Law cſtabliſh'd; and then to read the Certi- 
ficate of his having ſubſcrib'd it before the Biſhop. Theſe 
to be done within three Months after Inſtitution. 
Io read the thirty nine Articles, in the time of Com— 
mon Prayer, with Declaration of his unfeigned Aſſent there- 
unto, within two Months after InduQtion. 
Note, It may be convenient to procure a Certificate 
from the Church-wardens, or other Inhabitants, of 
| having performed all the forementioned Things, 
1 which are to be done in the Church; but there 
is no Law that requires ſuch Certificate, nor need 
it be in any certain Form. 
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Io take the Oath of Abjuration within three Months 
after Inſtitution ; either in one of the Courts of //e/tmin- 
fer, or at the General it Seſſions of the County, 
City, or Place, where he ſhall reſide, | , 

For 
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For a Licence to a CURACY. 
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Nomination from the Incumbent; in which is to 
be expreſs'd the Salary propoſed to be allow'd for 
lerving the Cure. 

To exhibit to the Biſhop his Letters of Orders. 

To bring Letters Teſtimonial from his College; or if 
he come not immediately from a College, then to bring 
them from the neighbouring Clergy, where he has dwelt 
for ſome time before, if in the Biſhop's own Dioceſe. 

In Caſe he come from another Dioceſe ; then, to bring 
Letters Teſtimonial from the Biſhop or Ordinary, of the 
Dioceſe or Place from whence he comes; according to the 
48 Canon, and the 8* Article of the Archbiſhop's Di. 
rections. 

Within three Months after he is licenſed; to read in 
the Church the Declaration appointed by the Act of Uni- 
formity, © That he will conform to the Liturgy of the 
« Church of England, as it is now by Law eſtabliſh'd,” and 
alſo the Certificate of his having ſubſcrib'd it before the Bi- 
ſhop; according to Stat. 13, 14. Car. II. C. 4. g. 11. 


For a Licence to a LE CT U R E. 


O bring to the Biſhop a Certificate from the Mi. 
niſter and Church-wardens, of his having been duly : 
Elected, or an Appointment under Hand and Seal of the 
Perſon or Perſons who have Power to appoint. ] 
To exhibit his Orders of Deacon and Prieſt, 2 


Io bring Teſtimonials of his ſober and regular Beha 
Z To 


o read the thirty nine Artices in the Preſence of the 
Biſhop, according to Stat. 13, 14 Car. II. C. 4. S. 19. 
& Withia three Months after being Licenſed; to make 
Ke Declaration appointed by the Act of Uniformity 13, 
$4 Cor. II. C. 4. H. 11. © That he will conform to the 
* Liturgy of the Church of Zag/and, as it is by Law eſta- 
* bliſhed,” in the Church where he is appointed Lecturer; 
and at the fame Time to read the Certificate of his having 
ſubſcribed it before the Biſhop. 
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| Diſpenſation for a PLURALITY. 
t 
O obtain of the Biſhop, in whoſe Dioceſe the Liv- 
3 ings are, two Certificates of the Values in the King's 
eBooks and the reputed Values and Diſtance of ſuch Liv- 
© Tings; one Certificate for the Lord Archbiſhop of Canter- 
- pury, and the other for the Lord Chancellor. And if the 
Livings lic in two Dioceſes, then two Certificates, as afore- 
n Maid, are to be obtain'd from each Biſhop; each certify- 
ing the Value in the King's Books, and the reputed Value, 
c pf the Living in his own Dioceſe; and both of them, the 
4 Diſtance of the two Livings. — 
i- To exhibit to his Grace his Preſentation to the ſecond 
Living. 
= To bring two Papers of Teſtimonials from the Neigh- 
bouring Clergy, ing his Behaviour and Converſa- 
tion; one for the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and the other 
for the Lord Chancellor. EK 
i. Io cxhibit to the Archbiſhop his Letters of Orders, of 
ly Trieſt and Deacon. 
ne To exhibit to his Grace a Certificate of his having taken 


9 he Degree of Maſter of Arts at the leaſt, in one of the 


Univerſities of this Realm, ** the Hand of the Regiſter 
2. c of 
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of ſuch Univerſity, reſpectively; in purſuance of the 4 
Canon. | 

In Caſe he be not Doctor or Batchelor of Divinity, nol 
Door or Batchelor of Canon Law, he is to procure a Qual 
fication, as Chaplain to ſome Nobleman, ot to ſome othe 
Perſon empower'd by Law to grant Qualifications for Pu 
ralities, (which is alſo to be duly Regiſter'd in the Faculy® 
Office, in order to be tender'd to the Archbiſhop) accord? 
ing to the Stat. 21 H. VIII. C. 13. And if he hath taken 
any of the foreſaid Degrees, which the Statute allows 2 


- Qualifications, he. is to procure a Certificate thereof in it 


manner beforemention d, and to exhibit it to the Arch, 
biſhop. 
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Half a Tear, 


Praiſe and Thankſgi- 


XXII. 


XXIII. 


XXIV. 
XXV. 


XVI. 1 


ving. 


Pſal. viii. 1, 2, 354 

ix. 1, 2, 7. 8, 9, 10. 

- trix. 1, 2, 3. 
Gloria Patri. 


I xxiii. 1, 2, 3,4 


u xxiv. I, 2, 3, 7» 8. 


lvii. 1, 2, 6. Gl. Pat. 
ui. 10, 11, 12, 13. 
vii. 9, 10, 11, 12>; 


xv. 1. 2, 3, 4. 

wn XVI 1, 2, 3, 4. 
Axvi. 16, 17, 18, 19, 

20. 


Alvii. 1, 2, 35 4 

Or 
was XX Vii, 11,12, 13,14. 
- kKxxix. I, 2, 5. 6. 


a XXXIX. 7, 8, 14. 15. 
cii. 1, 2, 3, 4,5. 


Cl. I , 2, 3. 6. 
—XCV. I, 2, 6, 7. 


cri. I, 2, 3, 4 
A cvi. 1, 5. 6, 7, 8. 
cvi. 9. 10. 11. Gloria 
Patri. 
. 1, 2, 3, 4. 
or 
— iii. 1, 2, 12, 13. 
u. 1, 2, 354 - 
= cxvii. 1, 2. Glor. Pat. 
or 
cxxxiv. 1, 2. 3. 
Gloria Patri. 
—cxlv. 1, 2, 3, 4. 


; waCx1V. 6, 7 1 I, 12. 


ecxlvii. 1, 3, 4, 8. 
or 
cl. 1, 2, 6. Gl. Patri. 


L . 


Prayer to God 
and Truſt in Him. 


Pſal. iv. 6, 7, 8, 9. 
u. 1, 2, 3, 10,11, 
ix. 9, 10, 17, 18. 


vii. 4. 5. 6, 7, 8. 
I XViii. 1, 2, 29, 30. 
I XXiii. 1, 2, 3.4. 


XV 4 5.6, 7. 


I XXiii. 18, 19, 20, 
21, 22. 

XXIV. 7, 8, 9. Gl. Pat. 

- xxXxvi. 7, 8, 9, 10. 

i. 10, 11, 12. ih 
the Gloria Patri. Se- 
cond Metre. 


liv. 1, 2, 6. Gl, Pat. 


xi. 1, 3, 4. 8. 


—]xii. I, 2, 7» 8, 
iii. 1 34> Fo 7 


wo XX. 1, 2, 3, 4. F. 6. 
wm XXII. 23, 24.25, 26. 
(i, e. four laſt Verſes.) 


” ci. I, 2, 9,10, LI, 


. 2, 3.4. 
cxix. 33, 34» 35» 36. 


waCXiX, 57, 58, 63, 64. 


cxix. 73, 7417 6, 77+ 


cxix. 132, 133, 134» 
135. 136. 


xxx. 2, 3, 4. 5. 
cxliii. 1, 2, 8, 10. 


nn CXliV, 1, 2, 3. 4. 


4 Curſe of SINGING - PSALMS 70 


Precepts, and Motives 
to a Godly Life, 


Pfal i. 1, 2,3, 4. 
XV. 1, 2, 3,4. 
viii. 23, 24. 255 29. 
30» 
ix. 7, 8, 9, 10. 
xi. 3, 4, 5. Gl. Pat. 
- Ixxiv. 11, 12, 13,14. 
- IXxXvii. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5. 
XxXvii. 23, 24,27, 28. 


- Xxvii. 37.358,39, 40. 

wn XXXIV, 1, 2, 5. 6. 
ww XXXIV, 12, 13, 14. 
i. e. the three 
Verſes, with Gl. Pas. 


Civ, I, IQ, Ii, 12. 


cui 11, 12,13. 
Gloria Patri. 

— i. 1, 2, 3. Gl. Par. 

2 i. 4, 5, 6,7, begin- 
ning, Him Il deſtroy. 
ix. 1, 2, 3, 4. 
wm" XIX.F5, 6, 7, 8. 


we CXIX.9, 10, 11, 12. 
cxix. 13. 14, 15, 16. 
wasCXIX. 77. 58, 59, 60. 


nm" XIX, 97, 103, 104. 
Gloria Patri. 


cxix. 105, 106, 117, 
112. 

cxix. 165, 166, 167, 
68. 


xxxiii. 1, 2, 3,4 
mo CXXXIX. 1, 2, 3 Glo: 
Patri. 
lv. 13, 14,15, 16. 
i. e. the four laſt Verſes. 
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I” PSALMS proper to be Sung on particulag 
| Days and Occaſions. 1 


Pal Ixxrv. 8, 9, 10, 11. King K C PAL lxxii. 1, Rain 
Christ. N X. 1. 2,3, 4+ naugurs- 254, F- coming 
mas Day.) - eviii. 21, 22, 23, tion- w=|xX1i, 6, | after 
5 24. 7 Day. 8 
il. 9, 10, 11, 12, nn 
Taſter- _ d | | Y 6, 7, f. or ther. , 
Day. eviii. 13. 14. 15, 16. 13. Fair 
(( mmecxviit. 19.20, 2 1,22. At Fu- | Feather | 
viii. 4, 18, 19, 20. ners. 1 Ar 5 ix. 
- exlv. 1. 2, 3, 4, . bs, or fa 4 
Whit- ; cue. 8.9, I0, i. E. | , 11. | WE k a 
ſunday. the three laſt Verſes 12, 13. | Rain, 
of the firſs Fart. 5 | as 


with Gloria Patri. 


Note, That the foregoing Courſe of Singing - Pſalms is taken out of t | 
in which, the Diviſion of the Plales to Verſes is not exactly —— l 
the Editions. And this Inconvenience is not to be thoroughly remedied, unleſa 
the Portions of Pſalms that are made Choice of, were printed by themſelves at 
length. In the mean Time, the Inſtances of ſuch Variations in the numbering of 
the Verſes? are büt few; and where they happen, it will cafily be [een dog 
Matter and Connexion, which be the Verſes that are here intended, ' 


Note That in reckoning the Number of Verſes to be ' | 
5 ; conkifting of four Lines, is always to be underſivad, . we Aus- 
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